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It Doesn't Work? 


We've been here for 20 years! 
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GUARANTEE 
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(as-is gear excepted) | 
If you find our gear does not meet specifications, bring it back, 
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FULL REFUND! 


WE BUY 


Used Electronic Equipment of All Kinds. 
Transmitters, Receivers, Transceivers, Accessories and Junque Boxes. 
Test Equipment, Too! 
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AND BY APPOINTMENT 


VISA and MasterCard Accepted 
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Regional Hamfests and Other Events 


Octo? F5 Eastern Area Traffic Handlers Picnic, Davidsonville, MD 

Oct. 3 Pack Rats Hamfest, Grange Fairgrounds, Bucks Co., PA 215-271-8898 : 
Oct. 5 Novice/Technician Training Course - HEMARC, Linthicum, MD 

Oct.’ Novice/Technician Training Course - MARC, Gaithersburg, MD 

Oct. 10 CARA Hamfest, Howard Co. Fairgrounds, Columbia MD 410-796-2587 
Oct iis Foundation for Amateur Radio Meeting, Takoma Park, MD 

Oct..23 Regional Tri-Service MARS Meeting, Fort Detrick, MD 

Oct. 24 Mason-Dixon Computer & Hamfest, Westminster, MD 410-374-9233 
Oct. 24 Marine Corps Marathon, NCAC ARES support event. 

Oct. 30 National Airport Mass Casualty Exercise, NCAC ARE? support event. 


—~ 
Talk-inon 


L Gi enwood Ave., left 0 on re 


On The Cover 


Pictured on the cover of Auto Call this month is Warren 
Taylor, KO3J, operating from his home QTH in 
Beltsville. Warren enjoys rag-chewing and chasing DX 
since his retirement from the Department of Defense. 


Photo by Murray Green, K3BEQ 
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American 
Radio 
Relay 
League 
Report 


By John Swofford, 
WA4HU 


The purpose of The ARRL Letter is to provide 
essential news of interest to active amateurs 
promptly and efficiently, and in advance of 
publication in our official journal QST. The ARRL 
Letter strives to be fast accurate, concise, and 
readable. Material from The ARRL Letter may be 
reproduced in whole or in part in any form, 
including photo reproduction and electronic 
databases.—Credit must be given to The ARRL 
Letter and The American radio Relay League. 


HAM RADIO PROVIDING POST- 
EARTHQUAKE COMMUNICATION LINKS 


Within the first hour of the devastating 
earthquake August 17 in Turkey, members of the 
Amateur Radio Emergency Service organized by 
TRAC, the Turkish Amateur Radio Society, began 
providing emergency communication. “The first 
three days following the quake all communication 
needs were met by radio amateurs,” TRAC 
Secretary Yuksel Hak, TAI1BY, reported this week. 
Hak said telephone and other communication 
networks had collapsed, either due to power 
failures or from too much traffic. 


The quake in Western Turkey lasted 48 seconds 
and measured 7.4 on the Richter scale. The death 
toll to date is 13,000 but it’s expected to rise much 
higher. The earthquake also affected a very large 
area involving several provinces and towns. 


Turkish Prime Minister Bulent Ecevil told 
CNN that rescue and recovery efforts were 
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hampered by lost communications and limited 
transportation. “Telecommunications were 
completely cut off for at least two days in the three 
provinces which are badly hit,” the prime minister 
said. 


Hak said local ARES branches in provinces in 
the disaster area used both HF and VHF to provide 
or assist with continuous communication between 
local crisis desks and the capital city of Ankara. 
TRAC’s Hakan Geuner, TA2LJ, said hams used 
HF mobiles during the initial response, then 
established local communication by setting up a 
few VHF repeaters. Guner also cited an urgent 
need for additional equipment, especially VHF and 
UHF hand-helds and mobile gear. 


Hak said the common frequencies used by ham 
radio also helped to tie together the incompatible 
radio systems used by various governmental 
organizations. “TV networks, daily newspapers 
and magazines all appreciated the support given 
by the hams,” he said. “This proved the important 
role of Amateur Radio service in case of disasters.” 


In the US, the Salvation Army’s SATERN is 
continuing its Amateur Radio efforts to assist in 
the wake of the earthquake disaster, despite poor 
propagation to that part of the world and a lack of 
Turkish stations. The Salvation Army says the 
SATERN net will continue daily at 1400 UTC on 
14.265MHz in conjunction with various efforts via 
the Internet. 


HAMS WERE READY FOR BRET 


Hams in Texas report they were ready and 
waiting for the storm, which came ashore in 
sparsely populated Kennedy County. 
Subsequently, some areas received up to 20 inches 
of rain, and flooding resulted. Hams also were on 
the lookout for tornadoes spawned by the storm. 


“Amateur Radio and ARES performed 
efficiently this weekend dealing with Hurricane 
Bret, and it was a pleasure to see the cooperation 


Continued on page 7 
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MEMBER CLUBS 


Alexandria Radio Club 
AMSAT - Radio Amateur Satellite Corporation 
Anne Arundel Radio Club, Inc. 
Antietam Radio Association, Inc. 
Arlington Amateur Radio Club 
Baltimore Amateur Radio Club 
Baltimore Radio Amateur Television Society 
Calvert Amateur Radio Association 
Capital City Amateur Radio Society 
Capitol Hill Amateur Radio Society 
Carroll County Amateur Radio Club 
Central Maryland Amateur Radio Club 
Charles County Amateur Radio Club, Inc. 
Cheese Hollow Amateur Radio Society 
Columbia Amateur Radio Association 
Dulles Amateur Radio Group 
Electronic Communications 2000 
Fauquier Amateur Radio Association 
Frederick Amateur Radio Club 
Green Mountain Repeater Association 
Hanover Area Hamming Association 
Historical Electronics Museum 

Amateur Radio Club 
Laurel Amatur Radio Club 
Leisure World Amateur Radio Club 
MD/DC MARS (Navy Marine) Association 
MADRAS 
Maryland Emergency Phone Net 
Maryland FM Association, Inc. 
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Maryland Mobileers Amateur Radio Club 
Metropolitan Communications Network — 
Metroyision Amateur TV Club 
Mid-Atlantic DX & Repeater Association 
Montgomery Amateur Radio Club 
Mount Vernon Amateur Radio Club 
National Capitol ARES Council 
National Capitol DX Association 
Naval Research Laboratory Radio Club 
Northern Virginia FM Association 
Ole Virginia Hams Amateur Radio Club 
Opequon Radio Society 
Potomac Valley Radio Club 
Prince George’s County ARES/RACES Quarter 
Century Wireless Association, Inc. _ 

Baltimore Chapter #20 

Vic Clark Chapter #91 
St. Mary’s County Amateur Radio Association 
Shenandoah Valley Amateur Radio Club 
Silver Spring Metro Center Amateur Radio Club 
Southern Maryland Amateur Radio Club 
Stafford Amateur Radio Association 
Sterling Park Amateur Radio Club 
T-MARC, Middle Atlantic Repeater Council 
Vienna Wireless Society : 
Voice of America Amateur Radio Club 
Washington Adventist Amateur 

Radio Association 


Woodbridge Wireless, Inc. 
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between various Amateur groups,” said Bexer 
County EC Neil Martin, WASFSR. But South 
Texas Section Manager Ray Taylor, NSVAV, 
reports that not all amateurs were willing to yield 
the designated emergency and health-and-welfare 
traffic frequencies on HF. The FCC cancelled the 
voluntary communications emergency August 25. 
It had been declared over the weekend to facilitate 
Hurricane Bret emergency and health and welfare 
traffic in South Texas. 


Taylor reports emergency nets received 
interference—some of it apparently deliberate— 
through the period that the storm threatened South 
Texas. “I just don’t understand the mentality of a 
ham operator who would QRM an emergency net,” 
Taylor said. At one point, Taylor said the net asked 
a group on 3875 kHz if it would move up at least | 
kHz to give the net some room, but the other 
operators refused to budge. The response was, 
“Bret’s not bothering us. You move,” Taylor said. 


Taylor said QRM ceased shortly after the net 
was closed. The FCC was notified of the 
interference problem. | 


Martin says support communication began 
mid-afternoon Saturday for the Red Cross when 


WS5SC was activated at the American Rad Cross 


Chapter in San Antonio. “Over the next 18 hours 
or so activity was limited as Bret was forecast to 
impact near Brownsville and we normally don’t 
receive many evacuees from that area,” he said. 


That changed on Sunday, when—after a 
revised forecast—the storm was predicted to come 
ashore near Corpus Christi. “We began to see a 
very rapid increase in the number of evacuees 
arriving in San Antonio,” Martin said. “We 
eventually had eight Red Cross shelters in 
operation with a census of just over 2000 persons.” 
Hams were stationed at the shelters. The following 
day when the all-clear went out for coastal areas, 
the shelters emptied rapidly, Martin said, and nets 
were secured. 


“All of these Amateurs deserve the 
congratulations of the amateur community for their 
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-_ cooperative spirit and a job well done,” Martin 


concluded. South Texas hams monitoring the path 
of Hurricane Bret also received high praise for their 
efforts on behalf of the Hurricane Watch Net from 
Net Manager Jerry Herman, N3BDW. Herman 
expressed his appreciation in a note to Taylor. The 
Net had activated over the weekend as the storm 
approached and funneled Amateur Radio reports 
to the National Hurricane Center’s W4EHW. 


“All South Texas hams should be proud of the 
job they did as the storm approached,’ Herman 
said. 


Herman activated the Hurricane Watch Net 
August 26 Hurricane Dennis approached the 
Bahamas. The storm was being considered a 
potential threat to the Carolina coastline. 


PHASE 3D SATELLITE COMPLETES 
- VIBRATION TESTING 


The Phase 3D team apparently got the “Good 
Vibrations” it was hoping for when the next- 
generation Amateur Radio satellite underwent 
vibration testing earlier this month at NASA’s 
Goddard Space Flight Center. “P3D performed 
very well in the vibration test.” said AMSAT Phase 
3D Lab and integration Manager Lou McFadin, 
WSDID. “This is another milestone on P3D’s 
journey to flight.” 


Now back at the integration Lab in Orlando, 
Florida, P3D was to be carefully examined to verify 
that all systems were'still functional and ready for 
flight, McFadin said. 


The Phase 3D satellite arrived at Goddard 
earlier this month but had to cool its heels while 
NASA was preoccupied with higher-priority 
projects including the Hubble Space Telescope 
repairs and the Earth Orbiter-1 satellite. 


The spacecraft was subjected to a preselected 
vibration scenario in each of the three ares. The 
testing was intended to simulate the vibrations the 


Continued next page 


Page 7 


satellite will encounter during launch. Last fall, 
the satellite successfully completed thermal- 
vacuum testing, enduring nearly a week in a 
vacuum and alternately warming and freezing in a 
best chamber at the Orbital Sciences Corporation 
test facility in Germantown, Maryland. 


Once it’s checked out at Orlando, P3D will be 
shipped to the as-yet unnamed launch site. Work 
continues on preparing the space frame and ground 
support equipment for shipment once the launch 
is announced. 


IN BRIEF 


* Zorro Turns in his Ticket: The Daily DX 
reports that DXpeditioner Yasuo “Zorro” 
Miyazawa, JH1IAST, voluntarily surrendered his 
Amateur Radio station license to authorities last 
May. The DX newsletter, edited by Bernie 
McClenny, W3UR, cited a telephone conversation 
with the Kanto Bureau of Telecommunications in 
Tokyo, Japan, as the source of its report in last 
Friday’s edition. Miyazawa was scheduled to 
receive the DXer of the Year Award at the New 
Orleans International DX Convention August 28. 
On June 16, the Asahi Shimbun newspaper had 
reported that Miyazawa and another Japanese 
amateur were arrested after allegedly obtaining an 
operator license under false identification. Over 
the years, Miyazawa has been to many DX spots 
throughout Asia, and the Pacific Ocean including 
7O1A, XW30/XW30A, ASI/JHIAJT, XUIA, 
XW8KPL, E31A, among others.—The Daily DX 


* World Amateur Radio Day—present and 
future: World Amateur Radio Day is September 
18, 1999—the last time that World Amateur Radio 
Day will be celebrated in September. This year’s 
theme is “Celebrating success in amateur digital 
communication.” Starting in 2000, the day will be 
marked on the anniversary of the International 
Amateur Radio Union, April 18 —IARU 


* ARRLWeb offers on-line hamfest calendar. 


Need to know when and where the next hamfest 
or convention is? Visit the new ARRL Hamfest 
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and Convention Database at http://www.arrl.org/ 
hamfests.html. You can search for hamfests and 
conventions by state, by ARRL division or section, 
or—if you’re not sure just where it is or what it’s 
called—by using a word or phrase in the event’s 
name. The Hamfest and Convention Database can 
narrow your search to a particular month and year 
if you wish. It also lets you scroll the entire hamfest 
schedule in chronological order. Check it out! 


Sponsors are requested to send hamfest or 


convention information to Gail Iannone, 
giannone @arrl. org or call 860-594-0262. 


* A new record? Paul Lieb, KH6HME, in 
BK29go (Mauna Loa volcano) reports working 
Clint Walker, W1LP/mm in DLStice on 144 MHz 
SSB to claim a new world distance record of 4754 
km (2954 miles). Signals reportedly peaked S1. 
An unsuccessful attempt was made on 432 MHz. 
W1LP had been hearing beacons for several hours 
prior to the contact. QST World Above 50 MHz 
Editor Emil Pocock, W3EP, explains that there is 
nothing official about DX records. “The recent 
contact between W1LP/mm and KH6HME is 
probably the longest two-way 144-MHz contact 
via tropospheric ducting anywhere in the world,” 


he said. “This is a notable accomplishment.”.— 


Chip Angle, N6CA 


* UK moves to 12.5 kHz spacing on 2-meter 


FM: The United Kingdom will move from 25 kHz 


to 12.5 kHz channel spacing on 2 meters starting 
January 1, 2000, much in the same manner that 
the US went from 30-kHz to 15-kHz spacing years 
ago. Systems will have until mid-year to get into 
compliance. New technical and operational 
specifications for amateur repeater stations are 
being worked out between the RSGB Repeater 
Management Committee and the 
Radiocommunications Agency. The RSGB says 
the change will allow planning for new repeaters 
with improved coverage and eliminate some of the 
co-channel occasionally suffered in parts of the 


country. Eventually all 2-meter repeaters in ITU 


Region I will conform to the 12.5-kHz standard. 
The same change is under consideration for 70- 
cm repeaters as well—RSGB Newsline 
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By Jack Kelleher 
WA4ZC 


NO WORD YET ON RESTRUCTURING 
(ARRL Bulletin #59, 8-31-99) 


An FCC staff member says the Commission 
staff is ‘’diligently working” towards getting a 
Report and Order on Amateur Radio license 
restructuring out the door. But beyond that, the 
FCC staffer—who did not want to be identified by 
name—said it was impossible to predict when that 
would happen. He said FCC rules prevent him 
from revealing any information about ‘’ internal 
thinking or scheduling” regarding the proceeding, 
known formally as the 1998 Biennial Regulatory 
Review of Part 97 (WT Docket 98-143). 


The FCC’s move last spring into consolidated 
offices at The Portals also disrupted routine work 
flow. 


A year ago, the FCC proposed phasing out the 
Novice and Technician Plus licenses, leaving 
Technician, General, Advanced, and Extra in place. 
At that time the FCC also asked the amateur 
community to express its opinions on Morse code 
requirements for licensing and tte but offered 
no recommendations. 


The previous month, the ARRL Board of 
Directors issued its own plan to restyle Amateur 
Radio. Among other details, the ARRL plan also 
called for four license classes and for ‘revising 
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Novice/Tech Plus subbands to provide additional 
phone spectrum for higher-class operators. Under 
the League plan, the Technician license would 
remain unchanged, and the General would become 
the entry-level ticket for those interested in HF 
operation. The ARRL proposed Morse code 
requirements of 5 WPM for General and 12 WPM 
for Advanced and Extra class. 


’We are simply in that period of time when no 
information is available,” the FCC staff member 
said. ‘This is a normal part of the Commission’s 
quasi-judicial decision-making process and a 
necessary part of being objective and fair to all.” 


Before the long-awaited Report and Order sees 
the light of day, the Wireless Telecommunications 
Bureau staff first must digest the 2200 comments, 
filed mostly by individuals. Then, the staff will 
circulate its recommendation to ‘the 
Commissioners. Commissioners and their staff will 
mull the WTB input and arrive at a plan. 


The ultimate FCC decision will come either at 
the Commission’s monthly meeting or it will be 
handled ‘’on circulation’’—outside of an actual 
meeting. A Public Notice will be issued, and the 
actual Report and Order will follow. 


The bottom line is that Amateur Radio 
operators will have to wait a few weeks or a few 
months longer before the restructuring issue is 
resolved. 


FCC TACKLES VEC APPLICATION 
BACKLOG (from ARRL Ltr v18 #34 8-27- 
99) 


The VEC application logjam has broken! As 
the transition to the new Universal Licensing 
System completed its second week, the FCC 
notified Volunteer Examiner Coordinators to 
forward their backlog of new and upgrade Amateur 
Radio applications. Since the ULS went on-line 
August 16, the FCC had been accepting and 
processing only a handful of the many Amateur 


Continued next page 
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Radio new and upgrade applications. The ULS 
Task Force had expected to be able to attack the 
VEC application logjam last week. 


ARRL-VEC Manager Bart Jahnke, W9JJ, said 
that data for 200 exam sessions—more than 550 
applications in all, some dating back as early as 
August 7—were submitted for FCC processing 
August 26. Jahnke said another two dozen or so 
sessions representing an additional 75 applications 
were being prepared for transmittal to the FCC. 
Since the advent of ULS, the ARRL-VEC was only 
able to transmit 119 applications from 32 exam 
sessions. The FCC has already processed 113 of 
those applications. Not all VECs are set up to file 
under the new system. 


Apologizing for the problems and pleading for 
patience, the FCC says the Universal Licensing 
System “is currently operating” and that 
“performance problems with ULS have been 
repaired,” although some amateurs still report 
occasional difficulty accessing the system. The 
FCC said the ULS will be down for a system 
upgrade from Friday, August 27 at 5 PM Eastern 
until Monday, August 30 at 8 AM Eastern. The 
FCC plans to deploy the ULS for the Microwave 
Service on August 30. 


Meanwhile, call sign servers such as UALR, 
WM7D.net, and QRZ.com, and the FCC 
Transaction Search on ARRLWeb have not been 
able to update their licensee data because the FCC 
has yet to post the necessary ZIP file. The ULS 
Task Force said last week that it anticipated ZIP 
file posting to become “routine” by this week, but 
it did not happen. The ULS Task Force said this 
week that it hopes to post a ZIP file update on 
August 30 and daily thereafter. The ZIP file is used 
by on-line call sign servers as well as by Volunteer 
Examiner Coordinators to keep track of FCC 
license grants. 


While it’s been deploying the ULS for the 


inaugurated on-line fee payment by credit card. The 
last vanity call sign processing run was August 4. 
The ULS Task Force said it’s “undetermined” when 
vanity processing will resume. 


In the meantime, amateurs wanting to check 
on the status of applications filed via the ULS can 
do so via the ULS home page, http://www.fcc.gov/ 
wtb/uls. Clicking on “Application Search” or 
“License Search” and plugging in the applicable 
call sign should yield the desired information. 


Once the ULS is working as planned, 
automated acceptance and processing of 
electronically filed applications—including 
vanity—is supposed to occur nightly each business 
day. The built-in lag of at least 10 days between 
vanity applications and grants will remain, the ULS 
Task Force says. 


To date, it appears that upwards of 15,000 
amateurs already have registered in the ULS. The 
FCC encourages all licensees to register now, even 
if they have no immediate need to file an amateur 
application. On-line registration is available on the 
ULS home page, http://www.fcc.gov/wtb/uls/. This 
site includes complete registration and connection 
instructions. 


Amateurs having ULS problems or questions 
should contact the FCC’s ULS Technical Support 
staff at 202-414-1250 or ulscomm @ fcc. gov. 


SWEDEN CUTS TOP CODE SPEED, LICENSE 
CLASSES: (Newsline & W5YI Report) 


Sweden has cut its Morse code speed 
requirement from 12 to 5 WPM and reduced the 
number of license classes from four to two. The 
Class 1 license offers all Swedish amateur 
privileges and requires a 5 WPM CW test, while 
the Class 2 ticket is a no-code license for VHF/ 
UHF operation only. In addition, Sweden 
reportedly has a new three-year nonrenewable 


Amateur Service, the FCC has not processed any “study license” that offers full—and 
vanity call sign applications, although the ULS will 

accept vanity applications for filing and has Continued next page 
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unsupervised— VHF/UHF privileges. 


UK MOVES TO 12.5 KHZ SPACING 
ON 2-METER FM: 


_ The United Kingdom will move from 25 kHz 
to 12.5 kHz channel spacing on 2 meters starting 
January 1, 2000, much in the same manner that 
the US went from 30-kHz to 15-kHz spacing years 
ago. Systems will have until mid-year to get into 
compliance. New technical and operational 
specifications for amateur repeater stations are 
being worked out between the RSGB Repeater 
Management Committee and the 
Radiocommunications Agency. The RSGB says the 
change will allow planning for new repeaters with 
improved coverage and eliminate some of the co- 
channel interference occasionally suffered in parts 
of the country. Eventually all 2-meter repeaters in 
ITU Region I will conform to the 12.5-kHz 
standard. The same change is under consideration 
for 70-cm repeaters as well.— 


FCC Commissioner Ness 
nominated for another term: 
(Tnx ARRL Ltr V18 #33 8-20-99) 


President Clinton has nominated FCC 
Commissioner Susan Ness for another term on the 
Federal Communications Commission. Ness— 
who has served on the FCC since 1994 and has 
been its senior member since November 1997— 
said she was “deeply honored” to have been 
renominated. 


Ness cited her work to improve children’s 
educational television, promote universal telephone 
service, connect classrooms and libraries to the 
Internet, roll out digital television service, 
introduce new wireless services, expand telephone 
and video competition, promote efficient spectrum 
management, open overseas markets, and eliminate 
unnecessary regulations among her 
accomplishments during her tenure on the 
Commission. Ness was the FCC’s lead 
representative at the 1995 and 1997 World 
Radiocommunication Conferences in Geneva. 
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Hatfield addresses IEEE: 
(Tnx ARRL Ltr V18 #33 8-20-99) 


The FCC’s Office of Engineering and 
Technology Chief Dale N. Hatfield, WOIFO, 
delivered the keynote address at the August 2 
meeting of the 1999 IEEE Radio and Wireless 
Conference in Denver. His remarks, “The 
Regulatory Challenges of New Wireless 
Technologies: Ultrawideband and Software 
Defined Radios,” assert the need to establish 
wireless technologies as full-fledged competitors 
in providing local telecommunications and make 
interesting reading for anyone with an eye on the 
technological horizon. His remarks, as prepared 


for delivery, are at http://www.rawcon.org/ 
hatfield.html 


RICHARD L. BALDWIN, W1RU, NAMED 
IARU PRESIDENT EMERITUS 
(from ARRL Ltr v18 #31 8-6-99) 


The Administrative Council of the International 
Amateur Radio Union has voted unanimously to 
adopt a resolution conferring the title of President 
Emeritus upon Richard L. Baldwin, W1RU. Voting 
by mail was completed on July 
14. 


The resolution reads: 


Whereas, the service of Richard L. Baldwin, 
W1RU, to organized amateur radiospans more than 
a half-century, and 


Whereas, he served for six years as Secretary 
of the IARU, from 1976 to 1982, and played a vital 
role in the success enjoyed by the Amateur and 
Amateur-Satellite Services at the 1979 ITU World 
Administrative Radio Conference, and 


Whereas, he also served for 17 years as 
President of the IARU, from 1982 to 1999, and 
led the development and adoption of a new IARU 
Constitution and a general strengthening of the 
IARU as the spokesman for amateur radio at the 
ITU and in regional telecommunications 
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organizations, and 


Whereas, as principal instructor of the Amateur 
Radio Administration Course he brought a greater 
understanding of the value of amateur radio to 
hundreds of telecommunications administrators 
throughout the world, 


be it Resolved by the IARU Administrative 
Council that Richard L. Baldwin, W1RU, in 
recognition of his outstanding contributions and 
exemplary leadership of the world’s 2.7 million 
radio amateurs, is hereby and with immediate effect 
named President Emeritus of the IARU. 


“Tt has been an honor and a privilege to have 
been associated with IARU for so many years and 
I am delighted to learn that the connection 
continues,” Baldwin said. “I am ready to continue 
providing whatever aid in support of IARU goals 
that may be appropriate, remembering of course 
that whatever may have been accomplished in the 
past was the result of superb teamwork on the part 
of a number of enthusiastic and devoted people.” 


Baldwin has been invited to attend the IARU 
Region 1 Conference in Lillehammer, Norway, in 
September as a guest of the Region.—IARU press 
Release 


UK NOW ISSUING M5-PREFIX CALL SIGNS: 


On August 2, the Radiocommunications 
Agency in the United Kingdom began issuing M5- 
prefix call signs to new “Full A/B” licensees. The 
RA says the new license class is “part of the long 
term restructuring of the Amateur Radio License” 
in the UK. The RA and the RSGB anticipate the 
international requirement to demonstrate Morse 
proficiency for HF access will be dropped 
following the 2002/2003 World 
Radiocommunication Conference. “The 
introduction of the Class A/B License is an interim 
measure in preparation for moving toward a more 
incentive-based licensing system,” an RA press 
release said, adding that further changes to the 
license already are under consideration. Applicants 
for the new license, announced last May, must pass 
the written Class A or Class B examination plus a 
5 WPM Morse code test. Full A/B licensees have 
full privileges above 30 MHz and full frequency 
and mode privileges on HF with a maximum output 
power of 100 W. The RA also has expanded the 
privileges for Novice licensees in the UK, adding 
mode privileges in wider HF segments and 2-meter 
operation and 10 W maximum output. For more 


information, visit http://www.open.gov.uk/ 
radiocom/. 


MARS Report 


By Vinny Del Giudice WB2KQG/AFA2MI 


A Regional Tri-Service MARS meeting will 
be held Saturday, Oct. 23 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
Fort Detrick, Md., according to Al Abercrombie, 
AAA3MD, state director of Maryland Army 
MARS. The meeting is open to all Army, Air Force 
and Navy-Marine Corps MARS affiliates. Check 
local MARS nets for details. The meeting is being 
organized by Maryland Army MARS. 


Meanwhile, Virginia Air Force MARS is 


planning a state meeting. Details for that event will 
be broadcast on Air Force MARS nets. 
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In other news, Maryland Army MARS reports 
its new digipeater is in service at Fort Ritchie, Md., 
and has been assigned the designator MDFTR. 
Maryland Army MARS also operates a digipeater 
at Fort Meade, Md. That machine is designated 
MDFTM and shares a site with a MARS voice 
repeater. | 


MARS affiliates provided communications 


support for Hurricane Dennis. Air Force MARS 
maintained a watch on the TRANSCON voice net. 
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FAR Meeting Em 


qs 
Minutes 


August 11, 1999 
Takoma Park, MD 


The meeting was called to order at 8:06 PM on 
August 11, 1999 at Columbia Union College in 
Takoma Park, Maryland by President Chuck 
Sommer/N4OSD. 


There were 22 representatives representing 25 
clubs, Those in attendance were: 


Don Kirby KR3A Calvert ARA 
Dan Blasberg KA8YPY Laurel ARC/GMRA 
Hugh Katz KB3TB Voice of America ARC 
Tim Titus W1TRT Columbia ARA 
Ed Mumford N3IRO Frederick ARC 
Mildred Mumford N3KGQ Frederick ARC 
Al Brown KZ3AB MEPN/Antietam Radio Assoc. 
Neil Spokes AB4YK Fauquier ARA 
Tony Young WA3YLO AARC/MEPN 
Chip Weems W4PBG HEMARC 
Hugh Turnbull W3ABC Goddard ARC 
Chuck Sommer N4OSD PG RACES/ARES 
Jerry Gavin NU3D Maryland Mobileers 
Leonard Schachter N3RPQ MADRAS/NCAC 
George Messenger W3UYC Washington Adventist 
Mary Morris N4TCI NCAC/Mt. Vernon ARC 
Marcia Miller KD4ITP Dulles ARG 
Ron McCall K30SX National Capitol DX Assoc. 
Paul M. Tackish KA3GRW Charles County ARC 
W. Page Pyne WA3EOP Antietam ARA/ 

Cheese Hollow ARC 
Jim Headrick W3CD PVRC/NRLARC 


Secretary s Report - The minutes for July were 
approved as mailed. 


Treasurer s Report - Tim Titus/W1TRT 
provided a current statement of standing. 


Auto Call - Tony Young/WA3YLO reported 
that the notice of Chuck Sommer resignation was 


premature. Mildred Mumford/N3KGQ reported 32 
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subscriptions and 7 single copies sold at Berryville 
Hamfest and 8 subscriptions sold at the Timonium 
Hamfest. 


Survivors Assistance - Tony Young/ 
WA3YLO reported that he has a large quantity of 
gear for sale. Tony also reports that the area he is 
covering seems to be getting larger. Tony will have 
an article forthcoming in Auto-Call. If you are 
looking for anything, he can be contacted at 
Tonyy @juno.com 


Scholarship - Hugh Turnbull/W3ABC 
reported that all checks for the various scholarships 
have been collected from the bank and mailed. 
The committee has requested that each recipient 
send a recent photo and bio of themselves for the 
upcoming Auto-Call article. 


Next years applications and regulations are 
being worked on. Hugh also reports that the 
Scholarship Committee is looking for a projector 
that works with a computer. Its use would be for 
approximately one week during early June, when 
the committee meet to make final decisions. Hugh 
will be attending a BARC meeting honoring their 
scholarship winners, and will talk about the FAR 
scholarship program. 


ARRL Report - Hugh Turnbull/W3ABC 
attended the LARC meeting, in which the guest 
speaker was Riley Hollingsworth from the FCC. 
Hugh reports that it appears that Mr. Hollingsworth 
may be looking to put enforcement in the hands of 
the private sector. This is a matter that will have to 
be considered by both, the ARRL and the amateur 
community. 


Hugh also reports that the league has some 
complaints about not enough contest managers. 
This item will be taken up at the ARRL Volunteer 
Resources meeting, held at the end of October. 


FARFEST - The next FARFest meeting will 
held at the home of Al and Debbie Brown/KZ3AB 
+ XYLon Wednesday, August 18, at 1900. Anyone 


Continued on page 17 
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By John Kanode, 
N4MM 


OW 


THE IOTA MILLENNIUM PROGRAM 


The RSGB IOTA Committee and the Chiltern 
DX Club-The UK DX Foundation have announced 
the establishment of the IOTA Millennium 
Program-IOTA 2000. The purpose of this program 
is to celebrate the Millennium, to promote IOTA 
activity and to have fun of the HF bands. The IOTA 
2000 Program will be administered by the CDXC 
on behalf of the RSGB IOTA Committee. 


The objective of IOTA 2000 is to contact as 
many different IOTA island groups as possible 
within the Millennium year, 1 January 2000 to 31 
December 2000 on the HF bands. There are two 
types of contacts that count for credit, premium 
contacts and normal contacts. Premium contacts 
are made during particular months and score extra 
points. A series of attractive certificates, the gold, 
silver and bronze will be available along with 
participation certificates. 


Nevada Communications of the UK have 
agreed to sponsor the IOTA 2000 Program. The 
sponsorship will cover the cost of administration 
and certificate design. Details of the IOTA 2000 
Program can be found at www.cdxc.org.uk and the 
rules together with a listing of island groups, 
including the months when the premium scores are 
made, can be downloaded from this site. QSL cards 
are NOT required and you can contact 
iota@rsgb.org.uk with any queries. 


Also the ASGB International HF and IOTA 
Convention is scheduled for October 8-10, 1999 
at the Beaumont Conference Center, Old Windsor, 
Berks, England. The entire program and booking 
forms can be found at www.g3wkl.freeserve.co.uk/ 
conv/prog.htm. 


UPCOMING DX CONTESTS 
VK/ZL SSB Contest Oct 2 & 3 
RSGB 21/28 MHz 558 Contest Oct 3 
VK/ZL CW Contest Oct 9 & 10 
JARTS WW RTTY Contest Oct 16 & 17 
Worked All Germany Contest Oct 16 & 17 
RSGB 21/28 MHz CW Contest Oct 17 
CQ WW SSB DX Contest Oct 30 & 31 

TIDBITS 


Members of the Bavarian Contest Club will 
be operating from Mon. October 25 until 
November 9, 1999. Many years ago, there was a 
lot of activity from this island but since the volcano, | 
there has been little activity. For those new DXers, 
here is a chance to add this one to your DKCC 
totals or fill in band countries for the DXCC 
Challenge Award. They will be on all bands from 
6 meters to 160 meters. QSLs go to DLSNAM. 


JKITKE will be operating from the Australs, 
FO from October 14 to October 24 on HF and 6 
meters. 


The 1999 Hillview Gardens Borneo 
DXpedition has been planned for November 1999. 
There will be operations from 9M6AAC at the 
Hillview Gardens in East Malaysia and 9M600 
from Layang-Layang Island, the Spratly Islands 
and V85?? from Brunei. QSLs go to N200. More 
info when it becomes available. 


Do you have a nomination for FAR's Ham of the Month? 


Any licensed amateur radio operator in the Auto-Call subscription area who has contributed 


significantly to the amateur community can be nominated. Provide a narrative of 250 to 500 words 
describing the contributions of the nominee and forward to the FAR Ham of the the Month 
nomination chairman, Tony Young, WA3YLO, at 12016 Long Ridge Lane, Bowie, MD 20715. 
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HERE’S TO....... 


by Murray Green, K3BEQ 


Here’s to all of the unsung heroes who struggle 
to write monthly columns for Auto Call Magazine, 
Club Newsletters, Bulletins and Auto Call itself. 
To their frustrating efforts to collect sufficient 
material to make a decent column or issue to meet 
a specific deadline. 


If you never tackled the job, you cannot 
imagine how difficult it is to gather items of 
interest. Contributions are usually far and few 
between, so it becomes necessary for the editors 
to literally do it themselves. Despite the fact that 
this has been going on for the many decades that I 
have been involved in Amateur Radio, I simply do 
not understand it. 


Clubs of 50-200 or more members, certainly 
must have something to provide, such as unusual 
on- the-air stories; experiences; photographs of 
their most prized possession, (the radio shack), to 
name a few. But for some unknown reason(s) it 
does not happen for most of the editors. 


For the fortunate few, it does. Some take items 


out of other amateur magazines to fill up space or 
perhaps pass on the word to those who do not 
subscribe to a particular journal. 


How many times I regretted not taking my 
camera along when we were on the road. The many 
interesting Amateur Radio related photographs I 
missed out on. Well, that is going to change, at 
least for me, and I recommend that club editors 
and their membership do the same. Take a camera 
with you when you go for a pleasure drive. And it 
does not always have to be a radio related topic. I 
once missed taking a photograph of an automobile 
that was half way up a telephone pole. It apparently 
struck the pole and the forward motion, in some 
unusual way, forced it upwards and that is where 
it stayed until it could be safely taken down. 


In a way, stories, articles and photographs tend 
to keep club members interested and looking 
forward to the next issue, especially, if they appear 
in one. And maintaining interest is what the 
Amateur community needs right now. 


To club members everywhere, take a moment 
to thank your editor for their contribution, 
dedication and patience. And please, try to provide 
them with items and/or photographs for their 
columns. Better yet, do both. They deserve it. 


LAST MINUTE REMINDER !!!! 


FARFEST 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26TH 


AT PRINCE GEORGE'S STADIUM 


BOWIE, MARYLAND 


- See details in the September 
issue of Auto Call ! 
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Are You Using 2 
Meter Frequencies 
Properly? 

Ed Harris, KEA4SKY 


A growing problem on is encroachment by FM 
users in portions of the 2-meter band where that 
emission type is not permitted. The Baltimore- 
Washington area has been plagued lately with FM 
use within the SSB and weak signal CW portions 
of 2 meters. Some is due to simple ignorance, 
because new operators may not know where to go 
for simplex operation, but others who have been 
licensed long enough to “know better,” still choose 
to use FM where it doesn’t belong, in search of 
“their own” private simplex frequency. 


My advice for those who like rag chew in 
relative privacy is to buy a 2-meter all-mode and 
join us “down there” on SSB, because it isn’t 
crowded and the signals are “narrower.” You will 
be welcomed there using the proper mode. Weak 
signal rigs, while optimized for satellite, SSB and 
CW are superb for FM simplex, because their 
receiver sensitivity and filtering are so much better. 


Intermod? What intermod? What kind of 
cheeeszoid radio do you have? And 2-meter SSB 
offers several times the more useful range. A 13db 
yagi at 50 feet with only 40 watts into low-loss 
feedline such as 1/2" Heliax is capable of reliable 
200-300 mile contacts, almost any time of day, year 
round. 


Those who enjoy weak signal work are 
adamant about the threat of FM encroachment 
because they depend on silence. Just because you 
can’t hear anyone doesn’t mean there is no activity. 
It may seem quiet, but, someone is. listening! 
During summer tropo, FM where it doesn’t belong 
trashes the potential for weak signal and EME work 
for everyone on the east coast! 
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Misuse of calling frequencies is another 


common problem. The purpose of National Calling. 


frequencies such as 146.52 on FM and 144.200 
for SSB is to enable operators to listen for distant 
stations, make initial contact and then move off 
frequency to clear the calling frequency for others 
to make their contacts. During summer band 
openings it is frustrating to drive up to West 
Virginia to get “away” from D.C. Metro QRM to 
enjoy a little weak signal work only to hear hand 
held users rag chewing endlessly on 146.52, or 
worse, to hear mobiles on FM simplex in the weak 
signal CW portion of the band from 100 miles 
away! 


Many new operators don’t know of any proper 


simplex frequency to use other than 146.52. Please | 


don’t just pick any supposed “unused” frequency, 
because you may interfere with distant operators 
you can’t hear! Good alternates to move off during 


enhanced propagation are 146.43, 146.49, 146.55 
and 145.58. Please program one of these in your 


rigs for use as needed. We can’t change the bad 
habits of inconsiderate operators who simply don’t 
care, but, we can at least try to educate the 
unknowing. 


If unfamiliar with the 2-meter band plan and 


the proper. frequencies to use for. FM simplex,. 


check the on-line directories at http://www.t- 
marc.org. If you don’t remember anything else, 
imprint on your brain that no FM or digital is 
permitted below 144.500! Notes and observations 
on the 2-meter band plan follow for those who are 
interested: 


144.000-144.100: This portion of the 2-meter 
band is exclusively for CW operation. The section 
between 144.000 and 144.050 is reserved for EME 


operation. The section of the band from 144.050 


to 144.100 is used for both EME and weak signal 
CW-only operation. ~ 

144.100-144.275: This portion of the band is 
primarily for SSB operation, although CW contacts 
are permitted. The section of the band between 
144.100 and 144.200 is used for weak signal and 


EME SSB. Continued next page 
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who is interested in working on the planning of 
FARFest 99 is welcome. For directions, contact 
Al at: KZ3AB @ARRL.org or call him at 301-490- 
3188. 


Old Business - Sales Tax - Tim Titus/W 1TRT 
has contacted Chris Imlay on this issue. Tim is 
currently awaiting a response back from Chris, as 
he researches the problem. 


New Business - Tony Young/WA3YLO 
brought up a suggestion for free shack sales 
advertisement in Auto-Call to subscribers. During 
the discussion, it was decided that subscribers 
would be limited to two advertisement per year. 
There was no vote on the issue as this will be 
presented to the Auto-Call editor/John iar for 
his comments. 


Announcements: 
MDC QSO Party Aug 14-15 


HEMARC will conduct a Novice/Technician 


training class starting September 28. Contact Rol 
Anders/K3RA at (410)-796-4792 


Eastern Area Traffic Handlers picnic to be held 
October 2 at AARC club house. 3 


_NCAC- September 1: Council of Governments 
Y2K Exercise; Contact Jeanne Rexroad/N4ZGI at 
JRexroad@aol.com. October 24: Marine Corps 
Marathon. October 30: National Airport Mass 
Casualty Exercise 


CAR Hamfest October 10 


Sep 6 to Nov 6 Fauquier ARA Amateur Radio 
Class. 


Meeting Adjourned at 9:10 pm. The next 
meeting will be held at 8:00 PM on Wednesday 
September 8, 1999 at the Lee Center in Alexandria, 
VA 


Respectfully submitted, 
Dan Blasberg 
KA8YPY 
FAR Recordings Secretary 


2 Meters, from page 16 


144.200 and 144.275 is recommended for “general 
SSB operation.” 

144.275-144.300 - beacons only. 
144.300-144.500 - amateur satellites. 
144.510-144.890 - repeater inputs, 20 khz spaced 
channels. 

144.910-144.990 - repeater inputs/outputs, 
“replexers” (NO digital). 

— 145.010-145.090 - digital only. 

145.110-145.490 - repeater outputs, 20 khz spaced 
channels. 

145.500-145.800 - digital only. . 
145.800-146.000 - satellites, NO FM or digital 
operation! 

146.010-146.400 - repeater inputs, 15 khz spaced 
channels. 

146.415-146.595 - voice simplex, NO repeater or 
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digital, 13, 15khz channels. 

146.520 - National Simplex Calling. 

146.565 - National VHF Direction Finding (Fox 
Hunt) frequency. 

146.550 - secondary calling, contests, mobile-to- 
mobile. 

146.610-147.390 - repeater outputs, 15 khz pts 
channels. 

147.405-147.600 - voice simplex, NO repeater or 
digital. 
147.420 
Liaison. 
147.615-147.990 - repeater inputs, 15 khz spaced 
channels. 


- American Red Cross / National ARES 


Please respect the band plan. Thanks for being 
considerate and setting a good example for your 
fellow operators. 
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CQ, CQ, CQ, 
3 METERS IN 
ALASKA? ? 


PeggyKelly K3PJ 
48 Windbrooke Circle 
Gaithersburg, MD 20879 


Who said Alaska was the unsettled territory? 
America’s 49th state supports over 32 VHF 2 meter 
repeaters, across it’s vast expanses of wilderness. 


It wasn’t a DX Expedition, but 3 Maryland 
Hams, Peggy K3PJ, son Bob, N3XPH, and wife 
Tracy N3VOI plus 2 potential Kinder Hams, 
Brittany and Devin, escaped the blistering record 
heat of the East Coast, for the cool, clear air of 
Alaska. For an 8 day trip everyone traveled light, 
so the obvious Ham Radio selection was 2 meters. 
Several HT’s were thrown into the packs, for 
possible communication. 


Designed as a “look and see” holiday in the 
wilderness, it also gave the 3 Hams a chance to 
find out that 2 meters does exist, abundantly in 


Alaska. A brisk CQ, CQ, went out on the’ 
(frequency) repeater in Seward, Alaska on July © 


18th, 1999. As you can imagine, a #3 call sign 
breaking the silence brought back several quick 
responses from “local” Alaska Hams. We explained 
that our stay was going to be short at the US Air 
Force Base in Seward, but wanted to “see”. who 
was out there. My son Bob, N3XPH, is in the Air 
Force Reserve out of Andrews Air Force Base in 
Washington, D.C., thus our visit to the Base. 


AL7KK Bob, came right back as did N3EET 
Robert (a transplant from Georgia). Although 
Granddaughter Brittany attempted to write down 
call signs, most were lost in the excitement of the 
moment. There were plenty of great QSO’s, but 
most call signs slipped through the cracks in the 
logging process. It was so exciting being on 2 


Page 18 


sV 


AU TOKS CALL 


meters, talking to 
all these people in 
Alaska. We never 
could have 
expected that big 
skip from 
Maryland to 
Alaska on 2 
meters, so this was 
fun! You had to be 
there, literally, to 
make those kind of contacts. Turns out one of the 
Hams at one time lived in Gaithersburg, MD before 
moving to Alaska. So had a chance to reminisce. — 
What a small world. 


Other attempts were made during the jaunts 
out into the wilderness, on day trips, but more than 
HT’s are needed for this type of operation. You 
need to know where the repeaters are, and the 
topography of the land, to be successful. In Alaska, 
with it’s many beautiful mountains and deep | 
valleys, there are spots where you need the power 
of a mobile rig. (more than 5 watts on a rubber 
duck). Granted if you have a line of sight, or close 
to it, like mountain topping, you can use the 
portable. 


With the beautiful scenery and wild life, the 
repeater contacts took a back seat. In 7 days we 
did “white water rafting’, watching moose and 
grizzly bear, sea otters and sailed with the huge 
whales, off the coast. While everyone in Maryland 
was melting in the heat, we suited up in winter 
clothes to visit the Holbrooke Glacier. 


Although it was hard to leave the beauty of 
Alaska, with its vast wilderness and majestic 
mountains teaming with wildlife, our enthusiasm 
was not put on the back burner. Now it was time to 
get back to Maryland, and “fire up” the HF rig to 
make some more contacts in Alaska. Possibly with 
some of our new found friends in Ham Radio. Now 
while the HOT sun was melting the tar in the 
driveway outside, we could be in the Ham Shack 
looking at our wonderful snap shots of cool water _ 
and mountains, and calling CQ, CQ....is there 
anyone out there in Alaska?? 
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Amateur 
Radio 
Training 


John Forrest WZ4A 


6111 Burnett St., Alexandria, VA 22310 


(703)971-3905 


Please send announcements for training ¢lasses and club training contacts to WZ4A at the 
above address. Deadline is the 25th of the 2nd month prior to the Auto Call publication date 
(e.g., 25 December for the February issue). 


Alexandria RC 

Anne Arundel RC 
Arlington ARC 
Antietam Radio Assn. 
BRATS (Baltimore) 
Baltimore ARC 
Central MD ARC 
Charles County ARC 
Dulles ARG 

Fauquier ARA 
Frederick ARC 
Historical Electronics ARC 
Laurel ARC 
Mid-Atlantic DX Assn. 
Madras 

MD Mobileers ARC 
Montgomery ARC 

Mt. Vernon ARC 
NASA/Goddard ARC 
Ole VA Hams ARC 
Pentagon ARC 

St. Marys Co. ARC 
Shenandoah Val ARC 
Southern MD ARC 
Southern Pax ARC 
Stafford Adult Ed 
Sterling Park ARC 
Tri-County ARC 
Vienna Wireless 
Woodbridge Wireless 
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Club Training Contacts 


Rich Adamy KA4GFY 
Tony Young WA3YLO 
Mike Callaham NW3V 
Robert Long KD3JK 
Joe Chidester W3SHZ 


HAM-TALK, BARC Voice Mail 


Jim Tilton KD3JA 
Joseph Sartori WB3IUT 
Michael Weber WB8RDN 
Neil Spokes AB4YK 

Hal Silverman W3HWC 
Rol Anders K3RA 

Pud Reaver W3YD 
Michael Vaia, WB8VBW 
Larry Ziecheck, N3GKZ 
Bruce Colburn AA3KR 
Rocky Jones KC4UXO 
John Forrest WZ4A 
Vikki Gigante KA3PVS 
Charles Dale WA4YGI 
David Boyd K9MX 
Peter Butt WAZ3UMY 
Fred Wetzel W4KRT 

Vic Curtis WA3 YUV 
Dwayne Kincaid WD8OYG 
Jerry Mullinix AC4HK 
Forrest Snyder N4UTY 
John Creel WB3GXW 
Kurt Wehle, WA4SMI 
Jim Duffey WD4AIR 
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(703) 644-3920 
(301) 262-1917 
(703) 241-5618 
(301) 824-5132 
(410) 602-0353 


(410) HAM-TALK x3835 


(301) 552-0012 
(301)753-6320 
(703) 450-2304 
(540) 364-3861 
(301) 831-7946 
(410) 796-4792 
(301) 498-6293 
(301) 738-3861 
(301) 984-6113 
(410) 437-1891 
(301) 216-5210 


(703) 971-3905 


(301) 249-2609 
(703) 361-3091 
(540) 659-6241 
(301) 862-2214 
(540) 678-0394 
(301) 888-1388 
(410) 586-2177 
(540) 659-3905 
(703) 430-4149 
(301) 572-5124 
(703) 534-3905 
(703) 491-3170 
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The Foundation For Amateur Radio, Inc. AR} 
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S 
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oS 


EUR Ci Washing lon, DE 
bbe JOHN FORREST WZ4A 
6111 Burnett St. 
xaminer E Alexandria, VA, 22310 
Cooperative (703) 971-3905 


* Volunteer Examiners may refuse to test any applicant who fails to demonstrate to the VE’s satisfaction 
that the memories in the applicant’s calculator are empty. If you bring a calculator to an exam, please 
be prepared to demonstrate that your memories are empty. 3 


* Effective January 1, 1999, the maximum FCC authorized exam fee is $6.49. 


* The FCC now requires Social Security Numbers (SSN’s) for all applicants for new licenses, upgrades, 
and renewals. Please be prepared to provide SSN’s at all VE exam sessions. 


1999 Schedule of Examinations 


Landover, MD - DCMARC (WSYI VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Freddie Battle NG3G (202)546-9348 Day, (301)773-2898 Night 


Martinsburg, WV - Mid-Atlantic DX and Rptr Soc. and Winchester ARS 
(ARRL VEC) Pre-Registration Preferred, Limited Walk-In 
Contact: Greg Lanham KU4AN (540)722-4792 kuan @visuallink.com Alan 
Moeck WA2RPX (540)869-1117 arm@ visuallink.com 


Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
New Location This Month Only - Call for Directions Contact: John Forrest 
WZ4A (703)971-3905, Frank Mackey K4EC (703)455-1510 


Davidsonville, MD - Anne Arundel Radio Club (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Oscar Ramsey NV3G (301)262-3392 


Cumberland, MD - (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Gay Rembold W3DFW (301)724-0674 


Don't forget to bring your license when upgrading!! 
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Middletown, VA - Winchester ARS (ARRL VEC) Pre-Registration 
Preferred, Limited Walk-In, Contact: Greg Lanham KU4AN (540)722-4792. 

kuan @ visuallink.com Alan Moeck WA2RPX (540)869-1117 
arm @visuallink.com 


Laurel, MD - Laurel ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Desirable, Limited Walk-In 
Contact: John Creel WB3GXW. (301)572-5124 after 6 PM 


Fredericksburg, VA - Fredericksburg VE Team (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Carolyn Cavanagh AC4SK (540)373-0572 


Annapolis, MD - Maryland Mobileers ARC (Laurel VEC) Pre-Registration 
Preferred, Limited Walk-In Contact: Lois Turner (410)647-4178 


Sterling, VA - Dulles ARG (ARRL VEC) Walk-In Contact: Mike Weber 
WB8RDN (703)450-2304 


| Hagerstown, MD - Antietam Radio Assn. (ARRL VEC) Pre-Registration 
Desirable, Limited Walk-In, Contact: George Carpenter N3QFS (301)842- 
3130 Bob Long KD3JK (301)824-513 


Martinsburg, WV - Mid-Atlantic DX and Rptr Soc. and Winchester ARS 
(ARRL VEC) Pre-Registration Preferred, Limited Walk-In 
Contact: Greg Lanham KU4AN (540)722-4792 kuan @visuallink.com Alan 
Moeck WA2RPX (540)869-1117 arm@visuallink.com 


Landover, MD - DCMARC (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Freddie Battle NG3G (202)546-9348 Day, (301)773-2898 Night 


Winchester, VA - Shenandoah Valley ARC (ARRL VEC) Pre-Registration 
Preferred, Limited Walk-In, Contact: Fred Wetzel W4KR (540)678-0394 
Greg Lanham KU4AN (540)722-4792 kuan @visuallink.com Alan Moeck 

WA2RPX (540)869-1117 arm@visuallink.com 
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Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: John Forrest WZ4A (703)971-3905 
Frank Mackey K4EC (703)455-1510 


Davidsonville, MD - Anne Arundel Radio Club (Laurel VEC) . 
Walk-In, Contact: Oscar Ramsey NV3G (301)262-3392 


Middletown, VA - Winchester AKS (ARRL VEC) Pre-Registration 


Preferred, Limited Walk-In, Contact: Greg Lanham KU4AN (540)722-4792 
kuan @ visuallink.com Alan Moeck WA2RPX (540)869-1117 
arm @visuallink.com 


Laurel, MD - Laurel ARC (Laurel VEC) Pre-Registration Desirable, 
Limited Walk-In, Contact: John Creel WB3GXW 
(301)572-5124 after 6 PM 


Martinsburg, WV - Mid-Atlantic DX and Rptr Soc. and Winchester ARS 
(ARRL VEC) Pre-Registration Preferred, Limited Walk-In 
Contact: Greg Lanham KU4AN (540)722-4792 kuan @ visuallink.com 
Alan Moeck WA2RPX (540)869-1117 arm @visuallink.com 


Amateur Radio Training Classes 


NOVICE/TECHNICIAN TRAINING COURSE: The Historical Electronics Museum 
Amateur Radio Club will present an entry-level amateur radio course directed towards the 
Novice or Technician license classes. The course will run for 10/12 weeks starting on October 
5, 1999 (changed from September 28th as posted in last months’ Auto-Call). Classes will be 
held from 6:30 to 9:30PM every Tuesday night and will be conducted at the Museum. The 
Museum is located at the corner of West Nursery Road and Elkridge Landing Road in Linthicum, 
MD (next to BWI Marriott Hotel). There is NO charge for the course. For information and 
registration, call Rol Anders, K3RA at (410)796-4792. 


NOVICE/TECHNICIAN COURSE: The Montgomery Amateur Radio Club will present an 
entry level amateur radio course to prepare students for the Novice and/or Technician class 
license exams. Morse code instruction will be offered. The course will be held at Gaithersburg 
High School on Tuesday and Thursday evenings from 7:00 until 9:00 pm. Classes will begin 
on October 5 and end on November 4 with exams given at the last class. There will be no 
charge for the classes or for the exams. However, students will be required to provide their own 
study guides. For information, please call Ms. Rocky Jones KC4UXO at 301-216-5210 or Peggy 
Kelly K3PJ at 301-330-0027. 
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Volunteer 
Examiner 
Cooperative 


EXAM FEES: 


* Check for appropriate exam fee. Fees and modes of payment 
for individual VECs and exam teams may vary. 

* ARRL VEC exams cost $6.45 

* Laurel VEC exams are free 

* WSYI VEC exams cost $6.45 


BRING TO EXAM: 


* Picture identification 
* Completed FCC form 610 (most VE teams will supply at exam) 
* Original and a copy of current FCC amateur radio license 
* Originals and copies of all active certificates of 
successful completion of prior exams 
* Exam fee (check or cash depending on VE team) 


“GRANDFATHER” CREDIT FOR ELEMENT 3B (GENERAL WRITTEN): 


* If you presently hold a Technician class license which was 
first issued prior to March 21, 1987, you may be 
grandfathered for Element 3B (General class written exam) 
by presenting the original and a copy of the license dated 
prior to March 21, 1987 to the VE team. It is your 
responsibility to prove that you are entitled to 
grandfathering. Do not lose your original license! 


RULES FOR SUBMISSIONS TO THE FAR VOLUNTEER EXAMINER COOPERATIVE: 


October 1999 


. All submissions must be in writing 

. Date and day of week must be specified for each exam date 

. Point of contact and phone number must be specified 

. Sponsor and location must be specified 

. VEC must be specified 

. Exam dates up to 12 months in advance will be accepted 

. Deadline for submission is 25th of the 2nd month prior to 
publication date (e.g., January 25 for March issue) 


NNN B WN 
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10th Annual 


Mason-Dixon 


Computer & Hamfest 


Sunday - October 24, 1999 


NY Carroll County Ag Center 


> 
er. SE Se 
Cae \m im sac: 


Westminster, MD 


Admission 
General/Tailgaters/Vendors B y : 2 
Donation $5.00 (children under 18 free) : Rain : Pre-registration Required 
AE, ee meee te Exe ie pees 5 or = Contact: Jim Nitzberg WX3B 
. endor and tailgating setup : 2926 Park A 
8:00 AM General Admission Shine! S cee Le ue 21102 
Inside 8’ Tables Phone: 410-374-9233 
$12 per table - every 4th table free : EMail: _nitz@selectsa.com 
Tables guaranteed only if reserved by 2 : 
October 8, 1999 with full payment. 2 S Testing will conducted on the Hamfest premises. 
#K #0K : S 
NO PAY... NO RESERVATION : Hundreds 5 
MD State law requires Vendors to collect Sales Tax 3 on S Onsite EXAM Check-in 
Advance Table Registration 5 i ‘ Se Begins promptly at 9:00 AM 
Mail soak Tables MUST be PREPAID) I. ailga ang = No admittance to Exam room after 10:00 AMS 
Mason-Dixon Computer & Hamfest : da mole : Required for VE Exam 
P.O. Box 2211 5 Available! Se Original FCC license plus one copy 
Westminster, MD 21 158 3 E. Two forms of ID (one w/ photo) 
Or contact: Wayne Wilson N3UN : Be Any CSCE’s 
Phone/FAX : (410) 795-2556 Se. Pxaniice $6.45 cash only 
Bak EMail: k3pzn@gqis.net 5 S : 
SUITTUTUTAUTIITITTTUTUrr GNI Urner 


a Talk-in: CCARC Rep eater Amateur Radio Center 
QUIS: 145.410 MHz. 1117 West 36th Street 


Baltimore, MD 
Quantum Internet Services = FREE Commercial Radio Checks a ia 
Hampstead, MD ARC will be onsite with HAM radio 
__ (410)239-6920 COME HUNGRY! We have great food! and CB related equipment. 
will be on hand to provide ‘ The ARC is "We Don't J 
Internet related information, http://www.qis.net/~k3pzn e@ ARC motto is "We Don't Just 
Sell Radios -WE LIVE IT!" 
and fullfill your IP and 
modem needs Sponsored by www.choicemall.com/radio2 


www.qis.net The Carroll County Amateur Radio Club 


AMATEUR RADIO CONTESTING 
Annual membership drive of the Potomac Valley Radio Club 


PVRC, with 357 active members, is the 
major HF and VHF contest club ini the 
area shown on our above logo. In 
addition to having our individual 
scores published in CQ or QST, 
members who attend two or more 
meetings yearly also add to the total 
PVRC score in competition with other 
clubs. 


CENTRAL: Tyler Stewart, K3MM 301-414- 
5444. 2d Mon Temple Hills or Vienna. 


PENNSYLVANIA: Steve Cutshall, K3TZV, 
k3tzv@paonline.com, 717-763-0462. 


NORTHWEST: Greg Altig n5okr@aol.com 
410-775-7313. 3rd Tues in Frederick. 


SHENANDOAH/WVA: Bill Hinkle KB3AUG 
304-567-3138 


BALTIMORE: Dave Baugher WR3L 
410-DX1-WR3L wr3l@arrli.net 


BWI BREAKFAST: Ike Lawton, W3IKE, 
410-263-2830. Wed AM at Basils Deli 


ANNAPOLIS: pick Wilder K3DI 
410-757-6706 k3di@arrl.net 


EASTERN SHORE: Dallas Carter, 
302-875-0550 ludal@dmv.com 


W3PP 


OVER-THE-HILL LUNCH: Bill Leavitt W3AZ 
301-292-5797. Monthly in DC suburbs. 


Present club competitions are: 


Jan. ARRL VHF SS, CQWW 160m CW 
Feb. ARRL DX CW, CQWW 160m SSB 
Mar. ARRL DX SSB, CQWW WPX SSB 
May. CQWW WPX CW 

Sep. ARRL VHF QSO Party 

Oct. CQWW DX SSB 

Nov. ARRL SS CW, SSB, CQWW DX CW 
Dec. ARRL 160m mixed, 10m mixed 
PVRC members are part of a major 


contest club, share information on 
the latest equipment and operating 
techniques, pool efforts in building 
towers and stations, guest operate at 
super stations, enjoy many social 
function, and active members receive 
the free monthly PVRC NEWSLETTER. 


PVRC is a non-dues club funded by 
voluntary contributions with emphasis 
on contribution of scores. If you’re 
interested in contesting and live in 
our club area please contact any 
PVRC’er listed here or in our monthly 
column. Please visit www.pvrc.org 
and www.paresz.net/~pvrenc. 


PLEASE CALL FOR INFORMATION ABOUT MEETINGS NEAR YOU - - - = = = = = 


SOUTHERN MD: 
301-862-2466. 


Barry Shapiro, WR3Z. 
First Monday quarterly. 


RAPPAHANNOCK : 
703-785-0669 


Steve Bookout, NR4M 
NJ4F@erols.com 


WOODBRIDGE: Jack O’Mara W4NF, 
wb4nfs@erols.com 703-680-4106 


CENTRAL VA: Bob Morris, W4MYA 804- 
457-9011 rsmorris@worldnet.att.net 


TIDEWATER COLONY : Don Lynch W4ZYT 
757-486-0728. Meets in Chesapeake VA 


SOUTHWEST VA: John Mitchell, K4IQ, 
540-384-7377 Roanoke locations. 


NORTH CAROLINA: Jim Stevens, 
919-557-5420. 


K4MA 
First Thu in Cary, NC. 


OTHER MEETINGS: Dayton Hamvention, 
FARfest, Picnics, Christmas dinner, 
numerous open houses, and a joint 
meeting with FRC of Phila. area. 


Anne 
Arundel 


AARC Radio Club 


Meetings: 8 PM Ist and 3rd Thursdays, 
Davidsonville Family Recreation Center, 
Queen Anne Bridge & Wayson Roads off MD 
Rt. 214 near Annapolis. 

On the air: 2030 Thursdays when there is no 
club meeting on 147.705/105. Tuesdays at 


2030 local time on 28.410. Wednesdays at 
2000 on 444.400. The Chesapeake Weather 
& Traffic Net on 147.705/105 at 1100 and 
1500 every weekend day and public holiday 


from April 1 to November 15. MSN 
(Maryland Slow Net) every evening at 1930 
on 3.7170 MHz. 

Address: P.O. Box 308, Davidsonville, MD 
21035; 

Information: Margaret (Holly) Bevan, 410- 
923-0229. 


At the July 15th program meeting, Club 
Member Bob Bruninga/WB4APR gave a very 
interesting and informative program on APRS. He 
spent some time explaining why the Kenwood TH- 
D7A is an extremely capable HT. (See review in 
August 1999 issue of QST.) 


Club Member John Ward\W30J had 
everybody’s rapt attention at the program meeting 
on August 19th as he explained how to get optimum 
use out of a computer in the hamshack without 
spending a lot of money. Increasing numbers of 
club members are attending Saturday morning 
sessions at the clubhouse to discuss problem- 
solving and to play radio. There are now two 
complete hamshacks for the use of members. 


Twenty-five club members, coordinated by 
Rob Levine/W3RUM, reported to the Navy- 
Marine Corps Stadium early on Sunday morning 
August 29th to provide communications for the 
24th consecutive Annapolis Ten-Mile Run. 
Everything went smoothly and the Annapolis 
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Striders were very appreciative of the service. 


Sorry to say, we have yet another silent key to 
report. Ernest Hall Biggerstaff/N3BXX, 70, of 
Annapolis died of heart failure August 11th at Anne 
Arundel Medical Center after a lengthy illness. 
Ernie was born in Cherryville, N.C. He had a 
distinguished career as an electronic engineer with 
NSA from 1952 until 1981, receiving many 
awards. He was a member of the Eastminster 
Presbyterian Church in Hyattsville and the 
Birmingham Masonic Lodge 188 in Beltsville. He 
enjoyed flying and operating a ham radio. He had 
been a member of AARC since July of 1992. 
Survivors include his wife Mary of 49 years and 
two sons: Glenn Biggerstaff of Bishopville and 
Mark Biggerstaff of Pasadena. 


At the clubhouse on August 14th, Coordinator 
Bob Rose/AA3RR, Oscar Ramsey/NV3G, Ham. 
Molz/N3FDH and Frank Rose/W3RO gave 15 tests. 
to 7 persons. Seven tests were passed with four 
upgrades. Other members of the team were Harlan 
Ray/AA3FE, Dave Gearhart/WA4GVT and Holly 
Bevan/N3MB. The next testing session at the 
clubhouse will be on October 9th. 


73, Holly/N3MB 


Arlington 
Amateur 
Radio Club 


Meeting: Third Tuesday of each month, 7:30 
P.M., Red Cross building, 4333 Arlington 
Blvd., Arlington, VA. Nonmembers welcome! 


Net: Tuesdays (except meeting nights), 7:30 
P.M., 144.87/145.47 Mhz FM. 
Information: Mike Callaham, NW3V @ 
W3TOM, callaham@tmn.com, — 
(703) 241-5618. 


Www: http://www. geocities.com/ 
CapeCanaveral/Lab/4306/ 


Minutes of the August 17, 1999 meeting of the 
Arlington Amateur Radio Club: President Jack 
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WA4EXX called the meeting to order at 1937L. 
Also attending were Alan, KO4ALA, Tom N4B YF, 
Eric KG4DZA, Carl WA4FNQ, Mike KA8OPJ, 
Mike KE4PKM, Dennis, W4PWF, and Mike 
NW3V. 


The minutes of the July meeting as published 
on the Web page, and the treasurer’s report as 
submitted, were approved. 


Except for the antenna ordinance having passed 
on 7/13, there was no other news, from FAR, 
ARRL, or the chapter generator. There was no old 
business left over from July. 


Upcoming events include the 10/1 
Y2K(+surprise) disaster drill, the Marine Corps 
Marathon on 10/24, and the National Airport drill 
on 10/30. In preparation for New Year s Eve etc., 
KO4ALA s readiness survey to 390 local hams had 
716 bounced back, 20 negative replies, and 33 
positive replies. Another 10 hams expressed their 
intention to complete their cards positively. As 
such mailings go, this was successful. 


Our expected need on 12/31/99 will be linking 
the ECC, 3 hospitals, 10 fire stations, police/fire 
dispatch, and the Red Cross, between 2100 and 
0300L. In advance of that night, we will have a 
survey to assure that all sites are accessible by HT 
to the 2m and 70cm repeaters we intend to use. A 
general discussion followed, and the meeting 
adjourned at 2030. 


Chapter X 


aa Sactety w= 
of Wireless Pioucers 


THE INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION 
OF PROFESSIONAL RADIO TELEGRAPHERS 


For Information Call 
(703) 536-9537 
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Meeting: General membership meeting first 
Friday of every month at 7:30 PM in the Office 
of Emergency Preparedness, Charles County 
Government Building, La Plata, MD. All are 
welcome. 
Mailing Address: Charles County Amateur 
Radio Club, Inc., P.O. Box 668, White Plains, 
MD 20695-0668. 

Repeaters: KA3GRW/R, 443.700+, La Plata, 
W6QMNIR, 145.39+(PL7Z), Hughesville, 
MD, W3ERU/R, 146.850, Blossom Pt, MD. 
Packet: W3TOM BBS, 145.030 MHz or 
145.650 MHz 

Club Call Sign: K3SMD 

Website: http://www.qsl.net/k3smd 
Information: Mike, KA3GRW (301) 609- 
9298 or Greg, WA3FSC (301) 753-4393 


It is really hard to believe that schools have 
been in session nearly a month, a sure sign that 
fall is just around the corner. It is also a sign that 
we are still in hurricane season. The proximity of 
hurricane Dennis in August served as a reminder 
that we need to be prepared at all times to protect 
our families as well as being ready to provide the 
emergency communication services for which we 
have trained, whenever needed. 


Tom, W3TOM, the Charles County EC, has 
been working very hard to structure the ARES/ 
RACES program and will be making some exciting 
announcements about the program in the very near 
future. 


We have a number of public service and ARES/ 
RACES events coming up in the next few weeks 
where your assistance will be needed. There is 
something for everyone to do, so there is no need 
to be shy. If you are not fully comfortable with 
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some operational aspects, come out and we will 
gladly show you how it is done. 


It was very exciting to see the number of 
members who attended the August membership 
meeting, which featured a Y2K operational 
overview from the local chapter of the Red Cross. 
It was a great opportunity to meet the folks with 
whom we will be working very closely over the 
next few months. A special welcome goes to Dave 
and Michael Flynn who recently joined CCARC. 


I would also like to welcome Patrick Seal who 
is interested in getting his ticket and visited us for 
the first time in August. We also sadly say a fond 
farewell to Steve Carroll, K2XLR, who is moving 
south. We wish you the best, Steve, and appreciate 
all your past assistance and support. 


CCARC has had quite a number of activities 
already this year, the most recent was our 
participation in the Charles County Fair. It was a 
great opportunity to show our capabilities and 
support to our community. We also took part in 
the annual horse trail ride in Doncaster State Forest 
that gave an entirely different perspective on the 
phrase “mobile”. 


Upcoming meetings will provide opportunities 
to get your CPR certification as well as more 
information on the SkyWarn program. Be sure to 
check out our new Calendar of Events on the web 
site at http://www.gqsl.net/k3smd/upcoming.html. 
We are routinely keeping this updated with the 
latest information. 


Note that Joe, WB3IUT, and Jim, K3DRJ, will 
be starting a Novice/Technician licensing class on 
Wednesdays starting on October 6th at the Charles 
County Office of Emergency Preparedness 
classroom, Charles County Office Building, La 
Plata. If you know someone who is interested in 
getting their Novice or Technician license, have 
them give Joe a call at 301-753-6320 to pre- 
register. I also understand that, with the assistance 
of several other members, they will be preparing a 
Technician/General class for the spring. Start 
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practicing your code now!!! 


Thanks go to Bob, W3LZX;, our activities 
manager, for all his efforts in coordinating our 
growing number of activities. Most recently he 
also arranged for CCARC hats. As planned, they 
Showed up at the September meeting for those who 
ordered them. If you missed the opportunity to 
get one, they are still available as well as shirts, 
jackets, and whatever else you would find useful. 
We are proud of our progress and want to show 
others. Keep an ear out for additional membership. 
benefits as they are finalized. jt 


Don’t forget about the COMMEX at the OEP 
on the second Tuesday of every month at 7:30 PM. 
It is a great opportunity to see the state 
communications net in operation. Also, we have. } 
an ARES/RACES net the other Tuesdays at 8: 00 
PM. Although primary operations are on the : 
443.700 repeater we have also been linking the, | 


145.390, Hughesville repeater to enable those. | 
members: with only two meter capability to, 
participate. If you are having any problems access. ? 


or joining the net, please let us know. Everyone i is 
welcome to join these nets. i 


Your input and suggestions about the club and 
its activities are highly valued. Please feel free to 
contact any of the club officers. See you at the 


next meeting. 


73, Greg, WA3FSC 


QUARTER CENTURY cage ASSOCIATION, INC. 


Licensed at least 25 years ago? ) 


And licensed now? 

Then you should belong to the 
Quarter Century Wireless Association 
For information write: 

159 E. 16th Ave., Dept F 
Eugene, OR 97401-4017 
http://www.qcwa.org 
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Columbia 
Amateur Radio 
Association 


Club meeting: Every fourth Tuesday of the 
month at 7:30 p.m. at Bethany United 
Methodist Church on Bethany Lane in Ellicott 
City. Monitor net repeater for directions. 

Repeaters: 147.735/147.135 (cross-linked to 
222.32/223.92). Net Repeater. PL control of 
156.7. 147.990/147.390. Open autopatch and 
direct dial 911. 222.32/223.92 (cross-linked to 


147.735/147.135). 443.275/448.275 PL control 
of 156.7. 444.475/449.475. Autopatch & 911. 
Mailing: Columbia Amateur Radio Assoc. 
(CARA), Box 911, Columbia, MD 21044. 
Web Page: http://www.qsl.net/cara/ 

’ Activities: CARA breakfast: 9:00 a.m. on the 


second Saturday of the month at Jilly’s 
Restaurant in the Enchanted Forest Shopping 
Center on Rte. 40. Contact Bob/KC3EV by 
6:00 p.m. the day before the breakfast. 
Information: Bob/KC3EV, 410-465-2421 


CARA Hamfest 


The 23rd CARA Hamfest is on Sunday, 
October 10, 1999 at the Howard County 
Fairgrounds in West Friendship, MD. 
Conveniently located near the intersection of I-70 
at MD Route 32, the Fairgrounds are the site of 
indoor tables, outdoor tailgating, and good vendors 
who have come to the show year after year. There 
is lots of easy, close-in parking too. VE testing is 
available. Our hamfest is the main event to support 
our scholarship and repeaters which have served 
us well over the years. Mark you calendars, and 
we’ll plan to see you on 10/10. 


FAR/CARA Scholar 


Andy Roberts, W3KN, the winner of the 
CARA Scholarship administered by FAR, was a 
guest at the regular club meeting on August 24, 


1999. Andy will be a sophomore at Embry-Riddle 
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College in Daytona, FL. He is majoring in 
computer science. CARA president Bob 
Scarburgh, KC3EV, introduced Andy to the club 
and presented him with a certificate 
commemorating the scholarship. Andy had a 
chance to meet with many of the club members 
and to chat about his amateur radio experience, 
which is considerable. Andy holds an Extra Class 
license. 


A Hands-on Experience 


The regular meeting of CARA in August was a kit 
building session for those who were looking for 


‘some hands-on experience. Members who bought 


one of two types of kits were able to assemble them 
under the watchful eyes of experience kit builders. 
Some made a single electronic die used for games 
while others built a SSB Audio Filter. This meeting 
was a continuation of a series of hands-on sessions 
that the club has sponsored recently. From the 
turnout, we have to believe that the faint odor of 
rosin and the muted color patterns of resistors 
brings out the hams. 


MD QSO Party 


What goes up must come down. Fortunately 
for Alan, N3AC, and Bob, KC3EV, they had 
enough balloons and helium to keep the antennas 
more up than down as they traveled around the 
state for the MD QSO party. They report that 
Saturday was pretty slow, but that contacts were 
much brisker on Sunday. They covered nearly 
every county from Washington in the west to the 
Eastern Shore counties. Typically they would 
establish a site by launching one to three helium 
balloons with a J-pole suspended and then begin 
contacts. They recorded a respectable score for a 
mobile operation and hope to finish in plaque 
contention. 


CARAsat 
The CARA satellite group met on August 29, 


1999 at John’s, W3GJN, QTH to spot five birds 
scheduled overhead that Sunday. Roland, W4WOI, 
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brought all the data on the passes, Jon, KF3BO, 
pointed the antennas, and Ed, KE3MO, called the 


Shots. After some organizing of the cable 
connections, they were able to raise a Yankee call: 


on RS-13 on CW. This group has become very 
active lately and has been having a lot of fun 
planning and tracking satellites. They are looking 


for a 2 meter pre-amp (for AO-10 down) or a 440. 


pre-amp (for FO and 29 down) to strengthen the 
signals. Perhaps you have one you would like to 
bring to the next CARAsat meeting so you Can join 
in. Of course, anyone is welcome to join in whether 


you have a pre-amp or not. Just check out the i 


CARA Web page for the next meeting. 
New Look on the CARA Web Page 


Stan, N4GUX, is the new CARA Webmaster 
and is redesigning our Web page. Click on http:// 
www.gqsl.net/cara/ to see the new look and to find 
out the latest happenings. — : 


See you at the CARA Hamfest 
73 de Tim/W1TRT 


Dulles 
Amateur 
Radio Group 


On-the-air meeting: Tuesdays at 9:00pm on 
the Dulles repeater 

Repeater: N4FSC, 145.310- (near Dulles 
airport) 

Mail: Dulles Amateur Radio Group, P.O. Box 
5073, Herndon, VA 20172-1964 

Home Page: www.darg.org. 

Email: darg @darg.org. 

Club callsign: W4DLS 

Information: Kevin Stuart, W4KLS 
(703)450-0898. 


Well another summer has come and gone as 
we await the cold weather to attend to our outside 
antenna projects. I can t wait till it s about 20 
degrees outside to start work on my roof antenna. 
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I hope all had a safe summer. 


t 


The N4FSC repeater now has a PL of 77hz., 


This was done: due. to the interference being 


detected on.the area s most dependable machine. . 


Tuesday Net: Check-in s have been about 


average since the move to,9PM but as the, fall... 
approaches it is anticipated that participation will . 


increase. All members and non-members are 
invited and encourage to check in: 


A special thanks to Mike, N4FXP. for handling 


the sale of the,donated used equipment to further, -, 


DARG s commitment to Amateur Radio, Several 


options are being explored at this. time: 
Suggestions are welcome. 


DARG.s next VE session will be Saturday 


October 30.at St. Matthews Church Sterling, VA... 
Walk in s are welcome: For, more information... 


contact Mike Weber WB6RDN at (703)450-2304 
or check out our web page at'www.darg.org. 


till next month, 73, de Kevin/W. 4KLS. 
Electronic 
Communication 


=e 2000 es 


Meetings: First (1st) and Fourth (4th) 
Tuesdays of each month at 7:00pm local time. 
Please call (301-208-8663) for locations. 
Mailing: Electronic Communications 2000 © 
PO Box 2635, Gaithersburg, MD 20886. 

_ Email: e2 @qsl.net. fe 

_ Web Site: http://www.gqsl.net/e2. 

Club Call: Coming Soon! _ 

Information: Jason Foster at 301-208-8663. 


"© Meetings 


Meeting dates and times have now been 
decided. Meeting will be held on the first (1st) 
and fourth (4th) Tuesdays of each month at 7:00pm 
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local time. However, there will be no meetings in Club Call Sign 

the month of December or the last meeting in May, | 

and no meeting on the first meeting in June. Also, by the time this comes to print, we will have 
Because a place for meetings has not been secured, sent out our application for a club call sign. I don’t 
ask those wishing to attend a meeting, please call know how long it will take since the Universal 
me. This will not only inform you of the location, Licensing System (ULS) was just activated. We 
but will give me a rough estimate of number of hope that not as long as before. 

attendees. I want to make sure I reserve a large 

enough room. ‘Corrections 


Membership ; I must apologize to John, K3DPI, I incorrectly 
spelled his last name. It should have read 
Unofficially we have about 15 members, most “Harrison”. I am sorry John. 
in the Southeastern states of the Carolinas, and 
Georgia. I am hoping to gain more membership Jason Foster, N3PRZ 
in the Washington, D.C. area, so please call. 


For now, no dues are being collected. In fact, Fauquier 
we haven’t decided on how much to charge yet. ee Amateur Radio 


Association 


Our goal for the years end is 40 members, and in 
one year we are aiming for 100 members. 


Club Call Sign: W4FAU 

Meeting: 2nd Thursday, 7:30 pm at the Crestar 
Bank in the Warrenton Shopping Center 
(across from Safeway and Radio Shack) No 
meetings during July, August and December. 
Repeater: NZAN, 147.165(+) 

Net: Every Wednesday night at 2100 hrs, local. 
Packet: KE4YVU FARA7 node 145.070 Mhz 


Leadership 


We are also looking for leaders to help continue 
building of this club. Especially Division Leaders 
(divisions listed just below and specific task 
coordinators. : 


Television -’ ! 
Radio Broadcast - Hernan Hidalgo, N3OKP w/direct connect to FBBS9, FBBS9 Bulletin 
Shortwave - Board 145.090, FARA9 node 145.090 Mhz. 
Telecommunications - Mailing Address: Post Office Box To2% 
Satellite - Warrenton, VA 20187 

Microwave: Web: http://www.mnsinc.com/ki4ro/fara.htm 


é mateur Radio -/- Breakfast: Last Saturday of the Month at the 

Mobile/Portable - Town and Country Restaurant off of Route 29 

in New Baltimore, VA. Time: 8:00 am. 

Newsletter: TOROID, monthly fi deadline for 

Web Site submissions is the 20th of the month. Editor 
yt can be reached at n4qpb@mnsinc.com 

Next Meeting: September 9th 


Public Service - 


The web site (http://www.gqsl.net/e2) has been 
out of date for some time. We are beginning to 


make changes, which will become more ongoing. FARA Co-trustees, Phil (KF4NBP) and Neil 
By the time of this publication, there will be (AB4YK) have been attending the FAR trustee 
significant changes and additions. | meetings with regularity for the last few months 


and keeping the club up to date on FAR activities. 
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On Saturday August 14th, FARA provided 
‘communications support for the 9th Annual 
_Therapeutic Ride-A-Thon which was held this year 
in Middleburg. 


A half dozen FARA hams turned out on a 
beautiful summer’s day and were pleased to 
support this worthy cause, working with both the 
‘organizers and the Orlean VFD Rescue Squad. 


' The event went forward with out any mishaps. 
jEven so, some lessons were learned and that is one 
of the reasons that we do it (one of the lessons was 
that CB doesn’t work reliably in the 
‘communications arena). Those hams participating 
included WY2V, N3KTU, KF4NBP, KD4SC, 
KF4KKP, KE4VA, AB4YK. 


_ We are looking forward to participating in an 
important SET on October 2 in Fauquier County 
as part of our training for ARES/RACES efforts. 
The County is going to help us with equipment 
and. associated. with that, we are getting a team 
ready for any eventualities that may be associated 
with Y2K problems. 


Our next meeting is October 14 at the Crestar 
Bank. The next FARA Breakfast is October 30th 
at Town and Country Restaurant in New Baltimore 
at 8:00 am - 9:30 am. 


Don, WY2V, President 
_ Fauquier Amateur Radio Association 


WORLDWIDE DISTRIBUTION 


14803 Build America Drive, Bldg B 
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Historical 
Electronics 
Museum Amateur 
Radio Club 


Meetings: Second Thursday of each month, 
5:30 PM,In the Historical Electronics 
Museum, West Nursery Road and Elkridge 
Landing Roads. Linthicum, Maryland (Next 


to BWI Marriott Hotel). 
Info: Nick Yokanovich, K3NY 410-544-5736 
Club Station: W3GR. 


Mail: P.O. Box 746, Mail Stop 4015, 
Baltimore , MD 21203. | 

Web Page: http://members.aol.com/wk3p/ 
se.htm 

Street address: 1745 W. Nursery Rd., 
Linthicum, MD 21090. 


NOTICE: 


The Novice Technician Training announced for 
September 28th will begin on October Sth. Please 
don t forget to advise anyone who want to become 
a novice or technician class amateur of the next 
training class. The classes will be held each 
Tuesday for 10/12 weeks at the museum beginning 
October 5, 1999 from 6:30PM to 9:30PM. Code 
and theory, 25 Max in class. Information and 
Registration: Rol Anders, K3RA, 410-796-4792. 
Maryland/DC QSO Party 


W3GR: 


This was HEMARC's first year of trying to 
organize participation at W3GR for this excellent 
event. Saturday, Rol Anders, K3RA and Mike 
Conlon, KB3CPV and others worked a bunch 
QSOs on 40, 20 & 15 SSB. Sunday Gary Ryan, 
W3GMY and the author had a fine time on 40M 
SSB and a brief but fine hour on 15M SSB. Charlie 
Angel, AA3FB worked at 2M SSB until the all 
mode unit made a loud click and power out sunk 
to zero. Oh well, troubleshooting a part of ham 
radio too. 
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Rol Anders, K3RA at the W3GR station working 
SSB on MD/DC QSO party. . Picture by Tony Del 
Santo, N3HYR] 


The results were gratifying to all. 35 states, 9 
counties and DC and 4 DX. The DX’ included 
‘Zambia and a mobile in Barbados. 19,000 points 
is respectable and the tun of fun was the big payoff. 
Next year we will a the noisé level down and the 
score up! 


The August Meeting 


N ick Beene ch. K3N Y demonstrated a QRP 
frequency marker. he build from a kit, The tiny 
thing was demonstrated to really work and the 
experience of building the kit proved an interesting 
tale. On.little connections beware the cold solder 
joint, For $10.00 this is a very handy item for any 
shack and even more valuable for the very low 
power traveler. — eee 

Rol Anders, K3RA.dug deep into the Historical 
Electronic Museum complete file of old QSTs and 
enlightened us all on the history of Field Day. Yes, 
it did start out as a contest. Much more info was 
presented. Look for Rol s article i in a forthcoming 
QST.. Kudos, for Roy Heck, W3RU for an article 
in the .Retirement News, from Charlestown 
Retirement Village. Roy, is the President of their 
very good ham club which is located atop the 
village tallest building. The fun side of ham radio 
was emphasized. 


73 Chip W4PBG 
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The Maryland 
Apple Dumpling 
Radio Amateur 
Society, Inc. 


Meetings: 2nd and 4th Thursdays - 7:00 P.M. 
St. Paul’s Church, 10401 Armory as : 
Kensington, Maryland 20895. 
Clubhouse:MADRAS Clubhouse,11800°: 
Coakley Circle, Rockville, MD 20852 

Nets: Ist and 3rd Thursdays at 9:00 P.M. on 
145.45 MHz (PL-SA). . 


Repeaters: 444.100/449.100 MHz (PL-2A), 
~145.45/144.85 MHz (PL-SA). 


WWW Address: 
madras/ 
Mailing: P. O. Box 2468, Wheaton, MD 20902. 
Information: Leo Boberschmidt W3LEO 
(301)946-3738, Jean Blacik N3PLC ow) 
984-6114. +4 
Club Call Sign: W3MAD 

| E-Mail: leob@erols.com 


http://www.3phase. com/ 


Our annual End of Summer dinner at the Far 
East Restaurant was a huge success. Everyone 
seemed to enjoy themselves immensely. It was 
loads of fun sampling everyone’s entrée during the 
evening festivities. The food is exceptionally good 
and we all rolled out to the parking lot feeling quite 
full and contented. 


Now that summer is over we are back to our 
regular eye-ball meetings on the second and fourth 
Thursday of the month. We look forward to as 
many of you as possible in attendance at es 
meetings. Le 


Also, we will go back to having our Thursday 
Nite Net on the first Thursday of the month only. 
This will take place at 9:00 P.M. on 145.45, which 
is our 2-meter repeater. Mark your calendars and 
do check in with the Net. 


Elections of new officers will be taking place 
in October again this year. Nominations are 
scheduled for the second Thursday in October and 
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voting on the fourth Thursday. 


A special “THANKS” to Leo - W3LEO, for 
faithfully e-mailing information to members on 
items of interest concerning the ham community. 
we really appreciate the time and effort that goes 
into this little service. 


See you all at the next meeting. 


73 Jeane NSPLC 


Montgomery 
Amateur 
Radio Club 


Meetings: Ist and 3rd Wednesdays of each 
month at 7:30 p.m., Executive Office Bldg, 
Montgomery Co. Govt Center, 101 Monroe 
St, Rockville. Park in underground lot G-2. 


Repeaters: 146.955 (-600) & 442.750 (PL 
156.7) in Rockville. 
Club Net: Every Sunday night at 7:30 PM, 
on the MARC repeater. 
Internet: http://www.qsl.net/marc 
Mail: MARC, P.O. Box 611, Gaithersburg, 
MD 20884-0611 
- Information: Jeff - KZ3F (301) 258-0112 
Training: Ms. Rocky Jones (301) 216-5210. 


Lightning strikes twice! 


The thunderstorm which rolled through 
Rockville on Saturday August 14th, > took both 
MARC repeaters with it! The 442.750 repeater 
fell silent, and > the 146.955 repeater began to 
speak and would not accept command and control 
codes. (Reminds me of HAL from the movie 2001 
as Dave begins to > pull circuit boards... Al- 
NW2M, in this case, pulled the plug.) 


Subsequent power-on attempts failed to reset 
nor restore functionality > to either repeater. 


A temporary 2 meter repeater has been installed 
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to continue our service > to RACES, ARES, and ; 
our MARC Sunday Night Net. Mobile and 
portable stations may need a ‘little’ more power 
as Our receiver is in Germantown, and our 
transmitter is in Rockville. TX and RX coverage 
are > still excellent. On 440, our recent efforts to 
assist Montgomery College with their 444.200(+) 
repeater installation completed just in > time! Give 
‘ema try. No PL needed! 


The MARC Repeater Committee asks for you 
understanding and patience as > we begin to 
replace and reconfigure the MARC repeater 
hardware. The MARC membership voted 
unanimously to buy a new 2 meter repeater back 
in > May, as part of the 5 year repeater plan. We 
were within 30-45 days of > placing the order as 
part of the plan. If all goes well, we should be > 
100% operational by November Ist. Stay tuned! 


73, Al- NW2M 
MARC Repeater Chairman 


Election Fever Heats Up 


Elections are held the first meeting in 
November. Stan, W3INK, nominations chair is 
taking nominations for all positions including 
president, vice president, secretary, treasurer and 
6 board members at large. Please think about 
serving our club. We need your input. 


Remember the second meeting in November — 
will be a dinner meeting. The location will be 
determined later. Thank you to all the officers that 
served us for 1999. 


Emergency Fund 


You may have noticed from another part of this 
article that our repeaters took a lightning strike. 
Please contribute to the emergency fund so that 
we can have a safety net for our new equipment. 
Mail contributions to the club P.O. Box. Blt 
you for your generous support. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Laura G. Reinhold, N3 VOL Treasurer 
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National Capital 
ARES Council 


NCAC Net: Sunday at 9 PM on 146.655(-) 
Voice mail: (703) 359-3414. 
E-mail: NCAC @usa.net. 


=. 


Metropolitan Council of Governments 
Y2K Exercise 


Thanks to all amateurs who turned out to 
support each jurisdiction and COG for this event. 
Its no small task getting enough volunteers together 
on a weekday—especially since so many of us 
work weekdays. Many volunteers even took time 
off from their jobs! 


We’ll be evaluating our experiences today, 
planning for New Year’s Eve and hoping for a little 
less crisis in the EOCs. 


I’ve been asked by Autocall to submit an article 
for next month’s issue—I hope to have everyone’s 
input by then. 


Upcoming NCAC Institute 


The Next NCAC Institute will be at American 
Red Cross National Headquarters, 8111 Gatehouse 
Rd in Falls Church, Va. That’s off Gallows Rd near 
Rt 50 & the Capital Beltway—easy access from 
both sides of the Potomac! 


The tactical plan for New Year’s Eve will be 
one of the general session topics in the morning. 
There will be three “tracks” including the standards 
for newcomers—Directed Net Procedures & 
National Traffic System as well as classes on 
Packet Operations and Winter Storm Reporting and 
others. More details as they become available... 


NCAC Public Service Net 


Everyone is welcome to check in to the Sunday 
night net at 9 PM on 146.910. Get the latest details 
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on public service. 


Simplex Net 


Va District 2 has a weekly simplex net with 
regular check-ins from West Va to the Chesapeake 
Bay. It takes a little more patience, but its a skill 
you might need in an emergency that causes 
repeaters to fail. Friday nights at 8:30 PM on 
146.415. Y’all come! 


Public Service Calendar: 


September 26: FARFEST at F owie Baysox 
Stadium 


October 9: NCAC Meetin , at 9:30 am in 
Alexandria 


October 24: Marine Corps Marathon, contact 
Jeanne at JRexroad @aol.com or (703)97 1-0384 


October 30: National Airport/Red Cross 
Exercise. Contact NCAC at: (703)359-3414 or 
K4ARC @qsl.net. 


National 
Capitol DX 
Association 


Sig 
La = 
OX > 


380 


Meetings: Feb, Apr, Jun, Aug, Oct and Dec. 
at a member's home. Contact the Secretary 


(Rick Murphy, K1MU) for details. 
On-the-air: Every Sunday at 8:30 PM on the 
147.000 repeater. All are welcome! 
Information: Rick Murphy-K1MU (703) 
280-2637 or Leo Boberschmidt-W3LEO (301) 
946-3738. 


Don’t forget: NCDXA Sunday Night Meeting 
On The Air on the 147.000 repeater at 8:30 PM 
local time. Keep in touch with NCDXA members 
and others to find out what’s been happening. 


LIGHTHOUSE WEEKEND: 21-22 AUGUST 


“CQ the International Lighthouse Activity 
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Weekend; here is November Charlie Three Delta 
X-Ray, NC3DX, from the Jones Point Light in 
Alexandria, Virginia; QRZed.” So began a 
weekend of fun for a crew of NCDXA operators. 


The Lighthouse Weekend started several years 
ago with operations from lighthouses around 
Scotland and has grown bigger each year. This year, 
there were some 150 or more operations planned 
from 40 different countries. 


A group from NCDXA decided earlier in the 
year to set up an operation from Jones Point Light 
using the NC3DX club callsign. The light is 
controlled by the National Park Service and they 
were contacted for the necessary permit. The NPS 
was very helpful and we soon had the permit in 
hand and even had permission to bring our cars 
down to the lighthouse via an “Authorized Vehicles 
Only” road to off load equipment. 


On Saturday morning, 21 August, we 
assembled near the lighthouse and set up our two 
stations. Our first contact was a station in South 
Carolina on 40 SSB. We were not allowed to stay 
overnight; so, we took down our equipment 
Saturday night and setup again on Sunday morning. 
Our last contact Sunday afternoon was with a 
station in Iowa on 20 SSB. 


The location was right on the banks of the 
Potomac River, giving a great view of all the 
boating activity that weekend: sailboats, power 
boats, jet skis, kayaks. One of the kayakers going 
by turned out to be a ham who stopped by to see 
our set up. 


The weather had moderated and we were away 
from the terrible heat of July but were not bothered 
by any of the recent rain storms. The open area 
where we set up had a path going by that proved to 
be a major dog walking area for south Alexandria, 
so we had plenty of visitors. All in all, a great 
location and a fun weekend. On the Sunday, we 
even had the excitement of birdwatchers with 
binoculars and fancy spotting scopes coming by 
to try and see the White Pelican reported in the 
area. It turned out to be down river from us, near 
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the marina, and I was able to get a good look at it 
through a spotting scope. 


The Equipment: We had Icom HF radios: IC- 
746, IC-706, and IC-735. Power was supplied by 
anew Honda super quiet generator that got almost 
as many comments as the rest of the gear. It was, 
indeed, very quiet; the ideal generator for such a 
location. The Antennas: We had a 40-meter dipole 
strung between two trees and a Cushcraft R-5 
vertical hung from the branch of another tree. All 
of that plus the usual assortment of coax, power 
cables, chairs, tables, coolers, etc. It was like a mini 
Field Day. 


The Crew: Brian-NIKC, Dick, W2YE, Leo- 
W3LEO, Mark-W4GP, and Rana-WB4NFO. Rana 
came by on Sunday to see Dick and we sat him 
down at the 40-meter station and put him to work, 
HI. 


The Results: Conditions were such that we did 
not do as well as we had hoped for on 15 and 20 
but had a lot of contacts on 40 SSB and CW. About 
3/4 of our contacts were on 40 meters. We ended 
up with a little over 500 contacts in 37 states, 4 
Canadian provinces, and 9 countries. After the 
Operation, it was time to design the QSL card; by 
the end of the first week, we had already received 
almost 100 QSL requests. Hmmm, where should 
we go next year?? 


NCDXA TRAVELS 


NCDXA Secretary Rick-K1MU spent some 
time in Guernsey in August and got on the air as 
MU/KI1MU. Prez Leo-W3LEO will be in 
southwest Scotland the last half of October through 
the first half of November. Look for MM/W3LEO. 


NCDXA OCTOBER MEETING 


Our October meeting will be on Saturday, 
October 9th at the QTH of Ben-W4FQT in 
Virginia. For more info on the meeting, contact 
W3LEO at W3LEO @arrl.net or leob @erols.com. 


73 de W3LEO-Leo, President, NCDXA 
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Ole Virginia 
Hams Amateur 
Radio Club, Inc. 


ae 


Mailing Address: PO Box 1255 Manassas, 
VA 20108. 

Club Call Sign: W4OVH 

OVH Repeaters: 146.97-, 224.660-, 442.200+ 
OVH Packet Nodes: 145.030 (Port 1), 


223.540 (Port 3) 

BBS: BBSNVA/N4WJN (SYSOP: Bill) 
Internet: http://www.qsl.net/olevahams 
Meeting: Third Monday of every month. 
Northern Virginia Electric Cooperative 
Technical Center Gainesville VA. 

Weekly nets: Thursday 8pm club net, Sunday 
8pm YL talk net. 

Information: Mary Lu KB4EFP (703)369- 
2877. 


This month OVH celebrated the 80th birthday 
of one of its original members and someone all of 
us in OVH consider as a friend, Harry Vorhauer 
(W4PVA). He has watched OVH grow from the 
original group of 21 members in 1961 to the current 
roster of about 150 members. 


Over the years Harry has served in many 
different capacities with OVH. Until recently he 
was the net control operator for the club’s weekly 
Thursday night net. He has also served as the Club’s 
Emergency Coordinator, organized VEC exams 
and taught amateur radio training classes He is 
very approachable and is always willing to answer 
questions put to him by new hams (even the many 
questions put to him by this new ham). He has been 
active in club events including providing 
communications for the PWC bike ride (where his 
quick thinking and experience helped get medical 
help for a bike rider who was hit by a car during 
last year’s event) and the Manassas Christmas 
Parade to sending CW in the club’s CW station 
during Field Day. 


One of the reasons that OVH is such a vital 
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and active club is due in part to the contribution of 
Harry’s time and many talents. In many ways he 
embodies what the spirit of amateur radio is all 
about. He has seen radio evolve from the time it 
was still a novelty and didn’t have external speakers 
(he spoke once of having to put the earphones in a 
bowl on the dining room table which caused the 
sound to resonate so more than one person could 
listen to it at one time) to training Navy pilots and 
radio officers during WWII to today where new 
digital modes of communications via radio are 
becoming more common. 


All of us here at OVH think Harry is an A-1 
OP and all around nice guy. Happy Birthday, Harry 
and here’s hoping you have many more. 


Until next time, 73, Ruth (KU4WH) 


Potomac 
Valley 
Radio Club 


Packet: W3LPL 145.59 441.25, KE3Q 
145.57, WR3L 145.61 440.95, N3RR 145.51 
441.325, K3SKE 144.93, N4OHE 145.71 


440.925, K3MQH 145.63, N4SR 145.63, 
K4FJ 145.77, W4XP 144.99 
Web: www.pvrc.org & www.pagesz.net/ 


~pvrenc 

Repeater: 147.000(-) Thanks to Ashton RCS 
Information: Bob Dannals, W2GG @arrl.net, 
410-472-2004 before 9pm and Rich Boyd, 
KE3Q @erols.com, 301-464-8014 


This column will provide the casual operator 
with sufficient information to participate in three 
state QSO parties and one major contest during 
October. 


California QSO Party. Oct. 2rd 12n to 3th 6pm. 
CW: 3540, 7040, 14040, 21040, & 28040 kHz. 
SSB: 3850, 7230, 14250, & 28450 kHz. Try 1805 
or 1850 kHz at lam. Work CA stations and send 
QSO# and state. 
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Pennsylvania QSO Party. 9th 12N to 10th lam 
and 10th 9am to 6pm. CW: 3540, 7040, 14040, 
21040, & 28040 kHz. SSB: 3980, 7280, 14280, 
21380, & 28310. Try 1810 and 1850 kHz at 11pm. 
PA stations send QSO# and county; others QSO# 
and ARRL section. 


Illinois QSO Party. 17th 2pm to 10pm. CW: 
3550, 7050, 14050 kHz. SSB: 3890, 7290, & 
14290 kHz. Plus others bands except WARC. Work 
IL stations. Send RS(T) and state; IL send county. 


CQWW DX SSB Contest. 22rd 8pm edt to 
24th 7pm est. 160 through 10 meters except 
WARC bands. Work non-USA except OK to work 
ONE USA in zones 3, 4, and 5 on each band. Send 
RS and CQ zone (we’re in 5). PVRC members 
will be competing against other clubs worldwide. 


73, Dick Wilder, K3DI, 913 Shore Acres Rd, 
Arnold, MD 21012-1724 wilder @clark.net 410- 
757-6706 


Quarter Century 
Sp Wireless Assn. 
=-3 Chapter #91 


Meetings: Neighbor’s Restaurant, Cedar Lane 
and Park Street, Vienna, VA; third Saturdays; 
Noon. Business/Program Meetings: Odd- | 
numbered months. (Come at 11:30 to chat; 
program begins at noon.) Informal/Ragchew 
Meetings: Even-numbered months. 
Newsletter: Bi-monthly to all members. 
Information: Jim Wilcox (W3WY), Public- 
ity Chair; 3442 Surrey Lane, Falls Church VA 
22042; 703-560-0757.Also on the VHF net. 
VHF FM Net: Sunday 9 AM, 146.79MHz. 


Annual Picnic 


After a summer of drought, the first significant 
rains seemed to threaten the Chapter 91 picnic. 
Instead, those rains took a break to give us a cool, 
dry, perfect day! Van Dyck Park, in the City of 
Fairfax, was a pleasant setting, providing ready 
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access from our cars. 


People gathered starting at 10 a.m. By the time 
we arrived, the charcoal was being lighted and 
many members and spouses were enjoying chatting 
with each other. It was wonderful to see so many 
wives. Even Vice President Dick Rucker, 
KM4ML, who had minor surgery the day before, 
was able to visit it for a while. 


President Terry Hines arrived with the burgers 
and hotdogs fresh from the store. When the first 
cooked hamburgers and hotdogs were ready, a long 
table was spread with delicious side-dishes and 
desserts. Among my favorites were an unusual 
broccoli salad and a mouth-watering blueberry- 
crumb pie. I apologize to others of you who 
prepared equally delicious food—talking about it 
is making me hungry—so I will stop here! 


The picnic was enjoyable, yet reminiscing 
about picnics from previous years brought back 
memories of the many picnics in Ethel Smith’s, 
K4LMB, lovely backyard. As nice as park 
pavilions are, there was something wonderful about 
having such a lovely site that felt like “home” for 
Chapter 91 picnics. 


As usual, there were lots of leftovers—thanks 
to Dave and Lois Rogers, we’ll be eating carrot 


cake for a while! 


73 de Judi, K4HB 


I caren CENTURY WIRELEGS ASSOCIATION, INC, 


Licensed at least 25 years ago? 


And licensed now? 

Then you should belong to the 
Quarter Century Wireless Association 
For information write: 

159 E, 16th Ave., Dept F 
Eugene, OR 97401-4017 
http://www.qcwa.org 
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Shenandoah 
Valley Amateur 
Radio Club 
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Meetings: First and Third Friday of every 
month at 7:30 p.m. SVARC Club House 2921 
Grace Street, Winchester, Virginia. 


Repeater: 146.22 In/ 146.82 Out. 

Net: Shenandoah Valley Emergency Net 
(SVEN) 7:15 daily on 146.22/146.82 Repeater. 
Mailing: P.O. Box 139 Winchester, 22604. 
President: Wayne Koehler, KE4PMS 

Info; Wayne Koehler, 540-667-8629. 
Internet home page: http://www.vvalley. 
com/svarc. 


Fall is approaching and the SVARC has a full 
schedule again as usual. There are three key public 
service events that we will be supporting in October 
this year and a couple other organizational events. 


The Walktoberfest (Diabetes Walk) will be held 
on Saturday, Oct 2 and starts at LOAM. The event 
is a 1OK walk with the start & finish at the First 
Assembly of God Church located at 1317 South 
Pleasant Valley Road in Winchester. Lunch will 
be provided for participants by SUBWAY. Fred 
Wetzel/W4KRT is the SVARC liaison for the event. 


The Multiple Sclerosis 150 Bike Tour is 
scheduled for Oct 9 & 10. The tour will begin 
Saturday morning (daybreak) at Lord Fairfax 
Community College in Middletown, VA with an 
overnight at Massanetta Springs, in Harrisonburg 
and then return to the finish at the college in 


Middletown on Sunday evening. The tour will. 


traverse 150 miles with rest stops every 10-15 miles 
along the route. Wayne Koehler/KE4PMS is the 
SVARC liaison for this event. 


The Boy Scout JOTA (Jamboree on the air) is 
scheduled for the week end of Oct 16 & 17 this 
year. It will be held in the park at Middletown, 
VA. The SVARC will provide amateur radio 
equipment and coaching for the scouts which will 
enable them to. talk to other scouts that are 
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participating in the JOTA across the country. 
Wayne Koehler is the SVARC liaison for this event. 


Other events on the agenda for October are the 
Cedar Creek Battle Re-enactment at Belle Grove 
during the 3 day week end of Oct 15-17 and the 
Fort Valley 150 which is a3 day event Oct 29-31. 


The Clarke County Ruritan Club passes on their 
thanks to those SVARC members who came out 
and helped support the sound system the week of 
the Clarke County Fair. They are Brian‘WB3FUM, 
Christov/KF4ZPX, Wayne/KE4PMS, Guy/ 
W3INT, Tom/KD4WSM, Randal/KG4AWK, 
Christine/KF4 VED, John/WA4JR 


Hopefully, by the time you read this article we 
will have made up several inches of the desperately 
needed rainfall and we will all be looking forward 
to the beautiful and changing colors of the leaves 
throughout the Shenandoah Valley. 


73 until next time, Guy W3INT 
guy @visuallink.com 


=o 


Meetings: Coordinating Committee (CC) 
meets the last Monday of each month, 19:30, 
in the conference room of the Prince George’s 
County Emergency Operations Center. 
Address: P.O. Box 1022, Savage, Md. 20763- 
1022 for all correspondence. 

Internet: www.T-MARC.org. 

E-mail: TMARC @T-MARC.org 
Officers: President — Larry DiAnna 
WA3KOK (410) 792-3494, Idanna@ 
teamvideo.com. CC Chairman — Bill Conaway 
W8HNT (703) 425-3702, conaways@ 
erols.com. Ombudsman — Jim Erickson 
K3LFO (410) 549-1041 k3lfo @erols.com. 
Public Info. Officer - Dave Prestel W8AJR 
(410) 203-9432 dprestel @sprintmail.com. 


The Middle Atlantic 
FM and Repeater 
Council, Inc. 
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_ Last month I described the process by which 
one goes about requesting coordination for a 
proposed new repeater. As part of the process, one 
is,asked to supply a fair amount of data about the 
location and elevation of the proposed site and 
about the effective radiated power (ERP) to be 
used, You may wonder how this data is used. 

. The purpose of repeater coordination is to 
ensure that repeaters that share the same channel 
(called cofichannel repeaters) or that use adjacent 
channels don’t interfere with each other. 


Interference is best avoided by ensuring that 
there is adequate physical separation between 
repeaters. But how much separation is enough? 
Where the local terrain is hilly or mountainous, 25 
miles might be enough. Where terrain is flat, 125 
miles might not be enough. 


That’s where the data supplied by the person 


requesting a new coordination comes in. The 
latitude and longitude data are used to compute 
distances to the closest cofichannel and adjacent 
channel repeaters. Each local coordinating agency 
uses its own rules to establish the minimum 
required spacing as a function of band, antenna 
elevation, and ERP. 


These rules are usually based upon experience 
and knowledge of local propagation conditions. 


Sometimes, however, experience isn’t enough. 
Here is where computer analyses prove helpful. 
There are several software programs available 
which will compute signal coverage based upon 
actual terrain. These programs use topological data 
from the US Coast and Geodetic Survey database, 
together with data on the proposed repeater’s 
location, elevation, and ERP, to produce predicted 
coverage maps. 

| 

If you’ re interested in learning more about this 

software and its use, please write to me. 


de W8AJR 
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Vienna. . 
Wireless 
Society — 


Meatinge® re 30 pm the second aiid? fit 


Fridays of the month at the Vienna Elementary 
School, 128 Center Street South, in Vienna. 

Nets: Pow-Wow nightly at 9 pm on’ 28.444 
MHz. Slow speed code, nightly 8:30 pm on 


28.390 MHz. Vienna’ Emergency Net, 
Wednesday 7:30 pm 146.685(-).’ 
Repeaters: K4HTA 146.685(-), 448.375(- y3 
Information: Steven Karty, N5SK, president, 
(703) 938-5454; Training: Kurt Wehle, 
WA4SMI, (703) 534-3905; Programs: ‘Mike 
Steussy, AE4R, (703):281-0010. Newsletter 
Editor and Media Representative: Jim 
Parsons, WA4LTO, (703)392-0150.. 
Mailing: P.O. Box 418, sate peal 22183 | 


Starting with the 10 September 1999 Vienna 
Wireless Society (VWS) Meeting, we will be back 
at the Vienna Elementary, School, 128 Center Street 
South, in Vienna, VA, where we will remain until 
next summer. VWS membership directories are 
now available, thanks, to. Jim Parsons, WA4LTO, 
and Doug Ayers, NIDEB, Jim said,that this is the 
first directory we’ve had in three years, and the 
first one to include E-Mail message addresses. 


At the 13 August 1999 meeting, Mike Steussy, 
AE4R introduced Kent Hufford, KQ4KK from 
Woodbridge Wireless on the. SYK"? or Year 2000 
problem and the radio amateur. Kent gave 
examples of typical, problems found in tests, gave. 
suggestions on how to minimize or eliminate the 
problem in our own computers and noted what 
hams can do.to help. at, the critical times.. Kent’ S. 
talk included an explanation of “pivot date” i issues, 
and his problems, in getting information from 
manufacturers: Often, the response he’s gotten, to 
the question of when a particular program will 
comply, is “RSN,” or “real soon now.” 


The 27 August 1999 meeting was the last one 
to be held at the Vienna Community Center until 


October 1999 
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— 


next summer, Bill Moran’s originally-scheduled 
“Voice of Wood” presentation had to be postponed. 
Mike Steussy introduced our substitute speaker, 
long-time member Gary Koerner, K3CDV who 
talked about his townhouse antenna project. Gary 
described a low-visibility antenna that he intends 
to use for 80 meter CW, which will use 45 foot tall 
bamboo poles wound with wire. 


CURRENT & FUTURE EVENTS: 


6 SEP - Monthly VWS Board of Directors’ 
Meeting canceled due to holiday. 


10 SEP - Regular Meeting (back at the Vienna 
Elementary School): John Kanode, N4MM, ARRL 
Roanoke Division Director on ARRL topics, 
including insights on license restructuring. 


14 SEP - Kurt Wehle, WA4SMI announced that a 
new training course would begin at 7:30 PM on 
Tuesday, 14 September at the Vienna Elementary 
School. It will last for 10 weeks and end just before 
Thanksgiving. 


24 SEP - Regular Meeting: Ted Cohen, N4XX on 
sunspot cycle effects and propagation prediction. 


4 OCT - Monthly VWS Board of Directors’ 
Meeting at 8 PM at the Tyson’s Corner Pizza Hut. 


8 OCT - Regular Meeting: Ed Kesler on the demise 
of National and Hallicrafters. 


22 OCT - Regular Meeting: Maryland Milliwatters 
Club presentation on QRP operations. 


More of Mike Steussy’s Favorite Websites: 


http://www. baylor.edu/~BARC/ This is the 
Baylor Amateur Radio Club website, which is 
featured this month in honor of one of our most 
talented and promising young VWS members, 
Lynda Toia, KF4LGR. Lynda passed her Advanced 
exam at the Berryville hamfest on 1 August, and 
she has just started her freshman year at Baylor 
University in Waco, Texas. This site’s homepage 
has links to download exam programs for all 
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classes, including seven different CW programs. 
There’s also a page with “general information of 
interest to new operators,” which includes links to” 
repeater tips and etiquette, advice for new hams” 
when “nobody talks to me” (froma 1993 OST: 
article), “Amateur Radio 101” for the collegé’ 
student by KAIULT, information about CW, Q: 
signals and CW abbreviations, W1AW schedule, 
the ARRL Friendship Award, amateur license 
plates information (for all states!), and how'to take 
a J-pole antenna from 300 ohm twinlead. 


Woodbridge 
Wireless, 
Inc. 


Meetings: Second Tuesday of each month at 
Springwoods and Chaucer, Lake Ridge, VA. 
Net: Monday nights at 2000 on 147.24 with | 
224.78 link. 

Packet: N4SR 145.63 (DX packet cluster) 
Luncheon: Every Friday at noon. eae -in 
on 147.24 for location. 
Repeaters: WB4FQR 147.24 (+), WB4FQR | 
224.78 (-); WB4FQR 444.90 (+), N4LIZ ' 
147.585 simplex PL-100 HZ a 


Mailing: PO Box 112,Woodbridge, VA 22194 }? 
Information: Bob Graham, K4RG, 703/878- |’ 
0697 
Web Page: http://www.pweweb.com/wwi/ 


REPEATER MOVE 


The technical planning and fund raising efforts: 
to move the three Woodbridge Wireless repeaters 
continued at a high level during the month of 
September. It looks like it will take $8,000 for the 
job to be accomplished which includes new feed” 
lines and antennas. The actual move may take ine 
in November. ath 


Tax deductible donations are being accepted 
from the amateur radio community at PO Box 112, 
Woodbridge, VA 22194. Woodbridge Wireless is 
a 501(c)(3) organization. For more information, 
call W4DAV at 670-4330. 
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WWI ANNUAL 
CHRISTMAS/HOLIDAY PARTY 


It’s not too early to think about this great WWI 
event. The only open date left at’ Kilroy’s 


Restaurant in Woodbridge was December 10th. So” 
mark your calendars now. As usual, this will 


replace the December monthly meeting. There will 
be great food and drink, and a short program. Also, 
awards will be presented. If you are interested in 


chairing, helping or donating a door prize, contact 


Denis, W4DC. 


COAX CABLE - 
THINK ABOUT THAT RUN AGAIN 


Coax cable is an important part of the any radio 
system be it amateur, broadcast, cell phone, etc., 
but many don’t realize just how much loss could 
be introduced. There is some loss in any coax... 
the loss depends on the type of coax, the condition/ 
age, the frequency, and the length. Some club coax 
was recently checked out with the use of a VHF/ 
UHF watt meter/dummy load combination. 


Can you believe that almost half the power is 
lost in a 100 foot run of 9913 at 440MHZ? and 
that’s what we hams consider the good stuff. Using 
RG58 on 440MHZ, don’t even think about it. 


When I applied 35 watts to a'100 foot run of 
RG-58, only | watt came out the other end. Here 
are some experimental readings that were observed 
(which include losses from the connectors), They 
seem to correlate with the published charts. 


.. Submissions are due the 1st day of the month prior to the month of publication. 


CABLE TYPE LENGTH 


147.00 446.00 
(33 watts in) (35 watts in) 


9913) 130ft - 22°watts out 17 watts out 
4XL (flex) 100ft 20 G12 

~RG-8 foam 100ft 17. 9 
RG-8U—s«100ft-—- 14. 1/2 8 

RG-8X 100ft 10 1/2 3 1/2 
RG-58A 100ft 6 1° 


So you can see how important your coax is. 
Don’t forget the losses apply to both transmit and 
receive. So use short runs, new coax, few 


“connectors, and sn best. coax your budget can 


afford. 


A few -Woodbadge Wireless Club 
benefits 


4 repeaters to operate: 

2 phone patches (free local non-business calls) 
Free name badge 

Free WAS QSL card checking 

Monthly meetings with informative programs 
Weekly luncheons 

Club e-mail reflector 

Club Home Page 

Ham equipment for loan 

Premier Field Day Operation 

First choice on equipment from estate sales 


A QST library from 1957 to present 


A knowledge and manpower base to help you. 


New members are welcome! 


Submit all Club Columns, Shack Sales, and commercial advertising copy to: 


John Queen, Editor, Auto Call Magazine 
755 Woodland Way, Owings, MD 20736 
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Non-commercial advertising of Amateur asso- 
ciated, equipment,is available to subscribers of 
Auto-Call:at the rate of 5 cents per word with a 
$2.00 minimum. Commercial vendors and non- 
| subscriber,rate is 17 cents per word, with a $5.50 
(1 inch) minimum. Special headings or special 
Spacing (e.g. one item per line) may be used but 
such ads: will-be mhatgente at. the column inch rate. 


Estate sales for Widowed assistance handled by a 
FAR club will be published, without cost. 


Your full name and address must be provided 
with each ad but need not be published. No ads 


FOR SALE: Heath SB 230 linear amplifier. 
Covers 10-80 (no 160). the 8873 tube.can be driven 
by very low power. Stored long time, looks like 
new. Have moved to an apartment house. $150.00. 
Lakeview Co: (advertisedin‘QST) trimgnet mount 
and companion’ Ham Stick antenna - mobile 40 
meters, half price, $29.00. W4EGU, W.B. Knight, 

4800 Fillmore Ave #1354, Alexandria, VA 22311. 


FOR SALE: Tri- bane AS -Telrex TB6EM 
antenna. New price was $655. Will consider serious 
: ‘reasonable offer. Call Hollis, KC3X at (410) 867- 
~ 2430 after 5 PM or hthigpen@worldnet.att.net. 


» FOR SALE: Motorola Micor. VHF.Base Station. 
Currently tuned for approx 165 MHz, but can be 
modified for 2 meter ham band. Complete with 
- built-in test meter. $350 or best offer. Call Jesse, 
_KT4UK, at (703) 680-4334 evenings. 


ae 
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will be accepted over the telephone and all ads 
must be prepaid. Ads that will be running for 
longer than 1 month must be accompanied by a 
letter stating the length that the ad is to be run. 
Since no effort is made to investigate advertis- 
ers, no warranty can be implied. Copy MUST 
be received by the Ist day of the month prior to 
the month of publication.Send all commercial 
and non-commercial advertising and Shack Sales 
to: 


John Queen, Auto-Call Editor 
755 Woodland Way, Owings, MD 20736 
(301) 855-0198 


FOR SALE: Windmill Towers, 40 ft., one 3 leg, 


one 4 leg. Both down and disassembled. Sell or 


trade for self-supporting or crank-up tower or 
comparable height. Also, Icom 25A new in box 
never used. Also several scanners. (540) 662-8577. 


FREE: LC-101A RCA speaker console with 15" 
coax speaker and cabinet and a Rhode and Swartz 
receiver 55-90 mc AM & FM which was used.as a 
demod receiver for a major TV station. No charge 
for these items. I am trying to find them a good 
home as I have run out of room. Pickup only. Bob 
Slaughter K4BXZ (703) 281-3305. 


FOR SALE: From the estate of WB4ZFI. Icom 
735 HF transceiver, $600.00. SB-200 Linear 
$300.00. RS-20A $60.00, IC-SM6 desk mic, 
$25.00. Bencher key $50.00. Part of package deal 
$750.00. Also, MFJ-941E antenna tuner, $75.00, 
MFJ-1702B antenna switch, $15.00. Contact Jerry 
KM28 199) 451-8405. 


oe eS ee > 
aaa aS 
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FOR SALE: Hammarlund HQ 150 with matching 
speaker. Very good condition, $175.00. W3FQE 
(410) 321-6856 or Leew3fge @juno.com. 


5263 Agro Drive 
Frederick, MD 21703 
(301) 874-5885 


FOR SALE: Bargain prices. Ameritron AL-811 
600 watt amplifier, $450.00. Vectronics model T- 
1500 watt antenna tuner $175.00. Cushcraft R7000 
10 thru 40 meters vertical antenna, $175.00. You 
take down. All in excellent condition. Manuals and 
shipping cartons available. Call Carl, W4ACM at 
(703) 360-4373. 


“Rebuilt rotors for sale « Parts (for US.-built rotors} 
* We buy used US. rotors, control units for CASH | 


NORM JEWELER, W3NRS 


Michael C. Martin 
N3RWE 


Intererence Investigator 
ESO&C Substation Operations 


& Test-Electronics 


AMATEUR RADIO NEWS SERVICE 
is an organization of publishers and editors 
of Amateur Radio newsletters and members 
engaged in public relations. Its purpose is 
to assist editors in any way possible. For 
information, write to Bill Edgar, N3LLR, 
Amateur Radio News Service, 22 Jackson 
Ave., Bradford, PA 16701. 


8400B Old Marlboro Pike 
Upper Marlboro, MD 20772 


Office /Fax 301-967-5230 Pager 301-767-1362 
Email MCMARTIN@PEPCO.COM 


Mid-Atlantic Radio Club. Become a part 
of one of the country's fastest growing vin- 


tage radio clubs. The Mid-Atlantic Antique 
QSL CARDS FOR WAS AND Radio Club is an active group of radio col- 


DXCC CHECKED LOCALLY! lectors, restorers and historians. For a 


sample newsletter, write to Barry 
cae RRL WA ANEEDRE Zimmerman, MAARC Membership Chair, 
pai iaapetletsctekat jay ay 5825. Woodwinds Circle, Frederick, MD 


AWARDS CAN BE CHECKED LOCALLY, 
USUALLY ON A WHILE-U-WAIT BASIS. 
CONTACT K3BEQ (301) 773-5730 FOR 
DETAILS. CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS 

APPLY TO hs NL SORRY, NO MAHLON LOOMIS 
INVENTOR OF RADIO 
73 Murray (K3BEQ) mgreen@erols.com 
By Thomas Appleby 
Second Printing 
Available From 
SVANHOLM RESEARCH 
LABORATORIES 
P.O. Box 81 
Washington, D.C. 20044 
the Ist of the month prior to the Please Send $25.00 Donation 
month of publication!! With $5.00 for S & H 


21703-7579. (301) 696-5561. [SWP] 


[07/99] 
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The R.F. Connection 


“SPECIALISTS IN RF CONNECTORS AND COA? OAX” 


RIGHT 

ANGLE 

> SFCLPTACLE 
"Ge ! 


RECEPTACLE | D 


i oe seo taise Yh see 


RIGHT ANGLE ADAPTER TEE ADAPTER BULKHEAD ADAPTER 
ue27Cu UG-1070u UG-492D/0, 


RIGHT ANGLE ADAPTER 
WG eaeu 


The R.F. Connection 
213 N. Frederick Ave., Suite 11, Gaithersburg, MD. 20877 
301-840-5477 


JWO SERVICES 
ARRL, AMECO, RSGB, CALLBOOK, WSYI, CQ, G. WEST, etc. 
Ham related books; software and video tapes — all at a discount! 


Code Tapes/Code Keys/Oscillators/Instructor Guides-all class needs with one call! 
QST VIEWS CD ROMs (List $39.95) Only $37 each: 1990-1994; 1985-1989; 1980-1984; 1975-1979;* 1970-1974; 
1965-1969; 1960-1964; 1950-1959; 1940-1949; 1930-1939; or 1915-1929. 
QST CD ROMs, 1998, 1997, 1996 or 1995 (List $19.95) Only $18.50 each. 
CALLBOOK CD-ROM, 1999! (List $49.95) Only $39.00! 
Latest Edition! QRZ, HAM RADIO! CD-ROM (List $29.95) Only $16.00. 
New! ARRLis Wire Antenna Classics (List $14) Only $12.95. 
1999 ARRL HANDBOOK, (List $32) 1-9, Only $29.50. NEW! ON4UNis Low Band Dxing (List $28) Only $25.75. 


NEW! 1999-2000 ARRL Repeater Directory (List $8) Only $7.40, 10-up $6.95 each. 
New improved On-Line Catalog at “www.jwoservices.com’” with easy to use shopping cart, automated order form, 
and greater security for your credit card. 
E-Mail address: johnw3is @igateway.com 


Only $0.40 handling per order plus actual shipping. J WO SERVICES 


John W. Obradovich, W3IS 
JWO SERVICES. 12 Hickory Place, Camp Hill, PA 17011 
Catalog of Savings - FREE! Phone: (717) 731-4747 - Fax: (717) 730-9373 
Over 10 years of excellent service Nee OWS Shipments. 


around the world! ee me We also accept Novus 
: & Discover cards! 
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Auto Call Production Policy 


Deadline: The deadline for ALL sub- 
missions to Auto Call is the 1st day of 
the month prior to the month of publi- 
cation. When submitting via regular 
mail, time your mailing to ensure de- 
livery by the Ist of the month. 


Submitting Material to Aufo Call 


Submissions for Auto Call will be accepted in the 
following formats: 


Electronically: Submissions are 
accepted via any of the major on line 
services directly or over the Internet. 
Use the format exactly as follows: 


Internet - JohnQueen@ AOL.com 

America On Line - JohnQueen 

AppleLink - johnqueen @ aol.com @internet# 
BitNet - johnqueen%aol.com@cunyvm 
CompuServe - INTERNET: johnqueen @aol.com 
Connect - johnqueen @aol.com 

Delphi - internet” johnqueen @aol.com” 
FidoNet - To johnqueen @aol.com<CR><CR> 
GEnie - johnqueen @ aol.com @inet# 

MCI Mail - mbx: johnqueen @aol.com 
Prodigy - johnqueen@aol.com 


Regular Mail: Mail typewritten or 
computer generated hard copy to: 
John Queen, Editor, Auto Call 
Magazine, 755 Woodland Way, 
Owings, MD 20736. Ensure that 
your printed material is dark enough for scanning. 


Computer Disk: Submissions are 
accepted on 3.5" or 5.25" computer 
disk, in either Macintosh or MS-DOS 
format, using Word, WordPerfect, or 


standard ASCII text files. Write your name, tele- 
phone number, and club name on the disk. Sub- 
mit graphic files (club logos, etc) in an EPS or TIFF 
format. Please verify the readibility of your com- 
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puter files before sending. If you want your com- 
puter disk returned immediately, include a SASE 
envelope with .32 postage. Otherwise, disks will 
be returned only in person at FAR meetings. 


Preparing Material for Submission 


Club Columns: Member clubs are allocated 


_ one full page in each issue for club columns. In 


determining space requirements, figure about 700 
words per page not including the space taken up 
by headings, photos, etc. Indent paragraphs .25" 
and double space to begin a new paragraph. Send 
club header information ONLY when different 
from what was published from previous month. 
The editor reserves the right to edit any submitted 
material for space, content and/or applicability. 


Hamfests/Events: Member clubs are allocated 
one full page per year to promote one club spon- 
sored hamfest, convention, or special event. Sub- — 
mit clean black & white camera ready copy only 
by mail. Master copy should be in black ink on 
white paper and should be in proper page ratio, 
(Copy space is 7" wide by 9" high). Copy can be 
reduced or enlarged as necessary. Electronic sub- 
missions of Hamfest ads will not be accepted. 


Photographs: The editor will select the best 
photograph submitted for the cover each month. 
Photographs should depict club members, club sta- 
tions, or amateur radio related events that are cur- 
rent and noteworthy. Clubs may also submit pho- 
tographs for inclusion with their club column. Pho- 
tographs will be used in columns when space per- 
mits. Either B&W or color photos can be used. 
For each photograph submitted, write your name, 
phone number, and club name, along with a de- 
scription of the photograph on a piece of paper, 
and tape it on the back of the photograph. Do not 
write on the back of your photo. If you want your 
photos returned immediately, include a SASE en- 
velope with sufficient postage. Otherwise, photos 
will be returned only in person at FAR meetings. 
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BENEFITS FOR YOU... 


QST, QSL Bureau Awards, Low Cost Insurance, Operating Aids, 
Government Liason and more - - Much More! 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION AUTO-CALL 


Call: 


State: Zip: 


j $34 in U.S. $42 elsewhere (U.S. funds). Individuals age 65 in the US, upon submitting one-time proof of age, may 
request special dues rate of $28. $47 elsewhere (U.S. funds). Persons under 22 may qualify for special rates, write 
for application. For postal purposes, fifty percent of dues is allocated to QST, the balance for membership. 


: 
y Visa, MC, AMEX, Discover #: 
i Signature: Expires: 


Atlantic Division Director . . Roanoke Division Director 
Kay C. Craigie, WT3P The American Radio Relay League John Kanode, N4MM 


ceed mcr lM EA Perce oe 
aoli, . oyce, 0 
Phone: (610) 993-9623 Newington, CT. 06111 USA Phone: (540) 837-1340 


Magazine Subscription Form 
Please enter my subscription to Auto-Call: ie | New Mo Renewal | |oitt 


For Ea} year halls years. Subscription rate is only $8.00 per year. (You 
~ may also order a sample copy of the most recent issue for just $1.00 which 
will be applied to your subscription). 


Binrecme ee Oh ee Call 

Address: 

City: State: Zip: 

Make check payable to the Foundation P.O. Box 7612 
For Amateur Radio and mail form to: Ce Nan eal Ne 
MD Salar 22040-7612 


Mobileers 
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Shenandoah 


Alexandria 


| 4 Fauquier | & 
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